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Abstract   

 

The present work addresses the links between spatial heritage, memory, and citizenship in 

the construction of narratives of exclusion in the city of Lima. To this end, three urban 

symbols are analyzed from a critical perspective: architecture, street names, and monuments 

in the historic center, from 1845 to 1945. The chosen period corresponds to a seminal time in 

the formation of the new capital after independence from Spain; it concludes in the years 

following the celebration of its first centennial and the impact it had on the city at large. The 

core purpose of this research is to analyze how these symbols were used in the construction 

of a city imaginary, what mechanisms were used to this end, and what possible reasons may 

explain this process. Among the main conclusions, this thesis reveals a series of decisions 

taken by the elites of the time that were intended to immortalize the memory and the 

identity of a white minority, thus defining a place largely unprepared to become the capital 

of a multicultural country. This investigation suggests a new way of understanding the 

historical tensions in Lima, between its indigenous and Hispanic identities, from the 

perspective of its spatial heritage. The results seek to stimulate a critical review of the city's 

legacy and contribute to the formulation of a vision of common futures, considering its 

diverse origins, identities, and memories. 

 

 
Keywords: urban symbols, spatial heritage, memory, identity, citizenship, narratives, social 
exclusion, colonialism. 
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Chapter 1:  INTRODUCTION 

 

At the beginning of the 20th century, and in the span of a decade, the city of Lima was the 

scenario of two events that, unintentionally but very clearly, ended up exposing Peru's 

colonial wound. From the outset, the monuments to the first Inca emperor, Manco Capac, and 

to the Spanish conquistador, Francisco Pizarro, mirrored conflicting memories and identities. 

Over time, they became symbols of what I consider unequal citizenship. The very account of 

the inauguration of each of them is revealing in terms of the construction of narratives, the 

subject of this thesis. The first of these events coincided with the centennial celebrations of 

independence, in 1921. The preparations had taken over two decades and there was a sense 

of excited anticipation, as reflected at the time by the press1. Historians reveal that the 

evident changes, those of a modern and beautified city, had given citizens a new sense of 

pride (Martucelli 2006, Casalino 2017). Trying to add to this feeling, the Japanese community 

decided to give the country a gift they believed would be worth of Peru’s past: a monumental 

sculpture of Manco Capac, the first Inca emperor. Only Lima was not ready to accept such a 

gift. ‘Too indigenous’ seemed to be the message that transpired from the intense debates 

that were reproduced by local newspapers at the time (Hamann 2015, Ramon 2014). It took 

another five years until it was inaugurated, first at the edge of the city center, and a few 

years later moved to the new working-class district of La Victoria, away from the more 

central and glamorous locations for all the other monuments.  

Following this event, it took a decade until another memorial would trigger a new 

round of debates. In January 1935, commemorating 400 years of the Spanish foundation of 

Lima, an equestrian statue of the Spanish conquistador, Francisco Pizarro, was inaugurated. 

Only this time, the choice of place was the atrium of the cathedral on the main square of 

Lima, the most prominent location anywhere in the city. In his speech, the then-mayor, Luis 

Gallo Porras, referred to Pizarro as the "illustrious figure of the hero and civilizer" (LP, 19 

January 1935, as cited by Gabai 2006, p.14). Twice over the years, the monument was 

relocated until it reached its current location, in a small city park behind the government 

 
1 "The people, in incalculable numbers, walk everywhere full of overflowing fervor". As published in 

https://elcomercio.pe/opinion/efemerides/1921-llego-el-centenario-noticia/ Retrieved 30 July 2021 (author’s 
translation). 
"The Hispanic delegation arrived yesterday aboard the battleship "España" and was received with a rousing 
ovation." As published in https://elcomercio.pe/opinion/efemerides/1921-fiesta-del-centenario-noticia-2/  
Retrieved 30 July 2021 (author’s translation). 

https://elcomercio.pe/opinion/efemerides/1921-llego-el-centenario-noticia/
https://elcomercio.pe/opinion/efemerides/1921-fiesta-del-centenario-noticia-2/
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palace. From there, it continues to spawn debate mostly from followers in the social media 

who would rather have it back in a more conspicuous location. I will write more on both cases 

in Chapter 6 when I refer to them in the context of monuments in Lima. For now, the main 

point here is that both cases underline the essence of this master's thesis: the extent to which 

a key part of the city's heritage reflects spatial narratives of exclusion. 

 In this research, I seek to reveal how unresolved tensions between the indigenous and 

Hispanic memories and identities in Lima were dealt with at a time when the city was being 

transformed from the capital of the Spanish colonies in South America to the capital of the 

new republic. It is my view that the authorities in charge during the period under study did so 

by not considering the country at large nor its indigenous, pre-Colonial elements. By doing 

this, they created narratives that differentiated citizens according to their ethnic or cultural 

affiliation. I will examine this from the perspective of urban symbols, as described by cultural 

anthropologist, Peter Nas (2011).  As I will explain further in Chapter 2, urban symbols define 

the character of a city and are revealing of dynamics of power that often remain hidden. The 

symbols I work with are architectural styles, street names, and monuments. In my view, they 

represent, in a very direct and visual way, the memory and the identity of a city. I argue that 

the narratives built in these fields, prioritizing a white, European-related legacy, constitute 

the main Authorized Heritage Discourse (AHD). That is, they define a narrative of superiority 

that became in effect a narrative of exclusion in the capital of Peru.  

 By focusing on issues of memory and identity, I hope to gain a better understanding of 

the undercurrents that have historically defined the city. Although this thesis is not focused 

on Lima's pre-Hispanic legacy, I believe it does form part of a symbolic realm inextricably 

linked to the urban dynamics under analysis, as explained in Chapter 3. In this regard, it may 

suffice to mention that the cultural landscape encountered by the Spaniards in the 16th 

century was one marked by continuity in the use and transformation of the territory over 

millennia. This was visible in the extended urban fabric characterized by the presence of 

monumental architecture and a wide irrigation system. Since this information had been 

excluded from official narratives during the colonial period, I am interested in exploring the 

decisions taken after independence in this regard. This should help me understand, in some 

detail, how the memory of the landscape and its indigenous identity were dealt with at a 

time of reconfiguration of the nation’s character. 

The period for this examination covers one century, from 1845 to 1945, which was a 

seminal time corresponding to the moment when the foundations of the republican city were 
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laid. For this work, those principles are represented by the type of architecture that was 

privileged, by the names selected for streets and avenues, and by the individuals who were 

chosen to be eternalized in the first monuments of the country. The year 1845 marked the 

beginning of a period of economic wealth that allowed the authorities to start thinking about 

the country and planning for the future. Later, in 1861, the old colonial street names were 

changed and this was followed by the first urban expansion of the city. Towards the end of 

the 19TH century, and well into the first two decades of the next one, an important 

modernization program took place in anticipation of the much-expected centennial 

celebrations. This chosen period ends in 1945 when the last official buildings in the neo-

Colonial style were inaugurated and the city started a different, unregulated and disorderly 

path of urban growth. More on this period in Chapter 3. 

In spatial terms, the area I am concerned with is what today is called the Historic 

Center, where the Spanish foundation took place, where the colonial city was established, 

and where the seat of political power in the country has remained. This investigation also 

includes the contiguous areas that emerged as a result of the urban expansion that took place 

in the 1870s and the 1920s. In any event, the most determining factor in choosing Lima to 

examine the three variables mentioned has to do with the fact that the city is, after all, the 

capital of the country. As such, I argue that the expectation must have been from the 

beginning that the capital would be able to represent the nation as a whole. Or, putting it 

differently, my expectation would have been that after independence many of the wrongs 

from the previous period would have been righted. My position is that the people in charge 

did not properly fulfill their role, confining themselves to redefine the city within a rather 

limited and exclusivist vision. 

At this point, it may be clear that my choice of topic is close to my personal and 

professional interests, and it might be appropriate to deal with the question of whether I 

have chosen this just to prove my point. To think that would be far from the truth. It is a 

fact, however, that my starting premise is that of an unequal city, which in itself is not the 

object of this investigation. The key aspect for me is to be able to access these layers of 

exclusion and go further, retrieving the necessary information to better understand the city’s 

evolution. As we can see next, my Research Question attempts to get to the next stage of this 

by asking how these narratives of exclusion were created and what mechanisms were used. 

Moreover, the choice of case studies is neither arbitrary. All three are components of urban 

spatial heritage, falling under the category of urban symbols, as mentioned above. Related to 
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this, the other element that fuels my interest has to do with the fact that for ten years I led a 

campaign, Lima Milenaria2, which sought to confront racism through the positive re-framing of 

the indigenous, pre-Hispanic, built heritage. Although the campaign came to an end in 2020, I 

continue to explore the roots of exclusion in my city. As stated by UNESCO when referring to 

the role of heritage to promote inclusive cities, “policies for the inclusion and participation of 

all citizens are guarantees of social cohesion, the vitality of civil society and peace.” 

(UNESCO 2002, as cited by Harrison 2010a, p.159). 

 So, with the above said, the main question I aim to answer here is how spatial 

narratives of exclusion were constructed in Lima between the years of 1845 to 1945 through 

the choice of an architectural style, street names, and monuments. The sub-questions related 

to this include: 

- What type of Authorized Heritage Discourse was developed 

- How were issues of memory and identity used in this process 

- Whose memory and whose identity have been privileged. 

Regarding the theoretical approach of this work, the perspective I take on is framed 

within the field of critical heritage studies, which I develop further in the following chapter. 

One tool that emerged from this school of thought is that of the Authorized Heritage 

Discourse (AHD), developed by Laurajane Smith (2006), which I use to frame more clearly the 

processes that took place in the three cases. However, studies that connect an Authorized 

Heritage Discourse with processes of social exclusion and citizenship in Lima have not been 

adequately explored. The second theoretical source comes from texts written by Peruvian 

academics and experts, related to the three cases under study, in the fields of architecture, 

urbanism, and art history, and from official documents (streets and avenues), most of them 

available online. A third source I access are ethno-histories, photos, polls, newspaper articles, 

mental maps, and knowledge accumulated during the Lima Milenaria campaign.  

To analyze the three cases, I have selected three different approaches, so as to make 

the best use of the information each can offer. The first one is a qualitative analysis, 

consisting of texts analysis from a selection of secondary sources. Together with information 

about architectural styles implemented during the chosen century a historical and 

anthropological approach is also considered. This was found relevant to better understand the 

context at the time and how this led to specific decisions that redefined the visual experience 

of the city – in particular, to the choice of the neo-Colonial style. In Chapter 5 a quantitative 

 
2 http://limamilenaria.blogspot.com/  

http://limamilenaria.blogspot.com/
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approach is taken to reveal hidden patterns of power in the names of the streets. I use a 

model recently developed by an academic team for a similar purpose, allowing for a detailed 

level of information. Chapter 6 focuses on monuments, and here I make a qualitative analysis 

of four texts written by four renowned Peruvian scholars. With this, I establish lines of 

discussion that help to identify decision patterns in the selection of monuments and the 

consequent narratives they created. To summarize this point, my methodology has two levels: 

a theoretical one, using critical discourse analysis (of the narratives) and, second, at a case 

study level it is about studying the decision-making process of choosing an architectural style; 

analysis of the process of street-naming; and analysis of the selection process of monuments. 

The final contents are organized thematically and chronologically. 

In the end, the information gathered and analyzed will be organized into seven 

chapters. Following this Introduction, Chapter 2 consists of a review of current theories from 

the field of critical heritage studies. I will offer a cross-section of views that links heritage 

with issues of memory and identity from a global perspective. This will allow me to review 

situations that may have similarities with Lima and how other cities have dealt with their own 

challenges. Chapter 3 provides a contextual overview of the city and the country, from an 

anthropological, historical and heritage perspective. First, the pre-colonial landscape is 

introduced to understand what I believe is its significance in the scope of this research. I 

explain how Lima, after the colonial period and the beginning of the republic, continued to 

be a space with two conflicting memories and identities, the indigenous and the Hispanic. 

Additionally, attention is paid to the postulates of the so-called scientific racism of the 19th 

century, and how it has affected the dynamics that arose in the three cases under study.  

The second part of the thesis consists of three chapters with three case studies. 

Chapters 4 refers to the evolution of the architectural styles adopted in Lima after 

independence, to better understand the route leading up to the choice of the neo-Colonial 

style. This happened in the context of the urban transformation projects that were launched 

at the end of the 19th century, in advance of the coming celebrations of the first centenary of 

independence (in 1921). Chapter 5 focuses on the process of street-naming divided into two 

moments. One in 1861, when the first change of nomenclature took place, and the second, 

after the 1920s, when the city began to grow well beyond its traditional boundaries. This 

second part features a quantitative method designed by an interdisciplinary and international 

team, published in 2021, which allows for the identification of hidden patterns of power in 

street names. Chapter 6 investigates the process of selection of monuments in two moments: 



14 

 

the second part of the 19th century and the first few decades of the 20th, allowing us to 

understand, with a good level of certainty, why monuments such as those to Manco Capac and 

Pizarro, with which I opened this Introduction, became emblematic of two opposing 

narratives in the city. The results obtained from these three case studies are then 

summarized in Chapter 7, Discussion and Conclusions. In addition to showing the main lessons 

learned, I provide a series of final reflections that should help to promote discussion and to 

be a contribution to the city. This material will hopefully clarify the power of narratives in 

heritage and in the construction of inclusive citizenship. 

 

--- 
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Chapter 2: UNDERSTANDING THE THEORY 

 

In this chapter, I share the theoretical bases that support my work and I present them in four 

strands of analysis. The first part develops the main ideas elaborated by some of the most 

representative scholars in the field of critical heritage studies. This helps to understand the 

reasoning followed in this investigation and the questions posed from a critical analysis 

perspective. Second, while there is no previous research in Peru on the same issues explored 

in this thesis, they have received more attention elsewhere. For the same reason, I share 

multiculturalism theory and describe three specific experiences in the construction of 

narratives of inclusion at the national level. These were cases developed by each national 

authority as part of its process of implementing social cohesion policies; they serve to show 

that in a context of exclusion it was possible to transform the narratives. The third field of 

study refers to issues of memory and identity in the context of postcolonial societies, as is the 

case of Lima. And a fourth and final area is the one that underpins the relevance of the 

analysis of street names. The bibliography used corresponds largely to current theories in the 

Anglo-Saxon context, which offers a wider and global perspective on the issues in question.  

 

2.1 Critical heritage analysis 

Starting in the 1960s, heritage theory began to progressively move away from a traditional 

view centered on attributing value based on aesthetic and antiquity criteria. One of the first 

contributions in this process was to look at heritage from the perspective of what it meant to 

a human group beyond beauty or age. Scholars such as Tim Benton (2010), argue that these 

meanings are activated when they enter in relation with the collective memory, and when 

the communities decide what is important to remember (p.1). For Graham and Howard 

(2008), it is clear that societies are not homogeneous at any level, be it age, gender, 

education, geography, cultural heritage, etc. Therefore, we cannot speak of one heritage, 

nor one past or one identity but of several, since there are different human groups usually 

involved in the production of culture (p.1). Furthermore, over time this succession of 

questions began to reveal the complexities that the traditional way of conceiving heritage 

had kept hidden.  Thus, the same authors observed that talking about heritage in 

multicultural and postcolonial societies is a difficult and complex subject. In their view 

“Heritage conflict has thus become a global issue because it is so deeply implicated in the 

processes of social inclusion and exclusion…” (p.3). Another concept that later emerged was 



16 

 

that heritage is not always something related to the past. For an influential sector (Benton 

2010, Graham &Howard 2008, Smith 2006), if heritage does indeed have value, it is because it 

has meaning in the present. After all, it can represent a community defined by ideology, 

religion, social class, nationality, etc. And it is here when another aspect of the critical 

analysis becomes relevant: which memory and which identity is the one that is perpetuated.  

 On this last point, one of the most representative scholars in critical heritage studies 

is Rodney Harrison (2010, 2013, 2020), who has written extensively on the subject and who 

has contributed a more dynamic and political perspective to the concept of heritage. For him, 

heritage "embodies relationships of power and subjugation, inclusion and exclusion, 

remembering and forgetting..." (Harrison 2010a, p.1). According to this author, one of the key 

questions when studying the subject is to know who has the power to control these narratives 

of the past. This means that in most cases it is possible to identify power groups that at some 

point defined what had value, what was passed on to the next generations, and who were the 

people, or the heroes, to be memorialized. This corresponds, explains Harrison, to the 

"construction of myths of origin" (p.1) that are used also to legitimize those at the top. He 

also argues that this process of narrative making entails a reverse process: what is forgotten 

and who is excluded. In this way, there are other stories and other memories that are left 

out. Hence, the importance of asking what he describes as the right questions, “Being critical 

in heritage studies simply means ‘thinking about’ heritage: why do we value particular 

objects, places and practices from the past more than others? (…) If we memorialize some 

aspects of heritage, what other aspects might we forget in the process?” (p.75). In many 

cases, especially in post-colonial contexts, it is possible to recognize identities and memories 

that have remained hidden beneath official versions of heritage. Thus critical, from this 

perspective, means being able to inquire about what others in the past have considered worth 

preserving and honoring. Concerning this, he wrote: 

 

One might assume that after colonialism the natural reaction would be to establish 

more inclusive forms of heritage that reflect the complex ethnic and cultural mix of 

the postcolonial state. However, the opposite has often been the case, as the need to 

establish a national identity as a ‘postcolony’ has led to the suppression of complex, 

alternative or competing histories and heritage. (p.240). 
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To complete this part concerning critical heritage studies, I  refer to another key 

scholar, Laurajane Smith. In her influential book ‘Uses of Heritage’ (2006), she also argues 

that heritage more than the material representation of the past is a carrier of meanings. 

These meanings, she contends, are often selected and classified in order to fit the narratives 

established by those in power. Smith's most representative contribution to the heritage 

debate is what she labeled the Authorized Heritage Discourse, or AHD (p.4). That is, the 

official, approved version of the narratives that are passed on unchallenged to the next 

generations. In her view, the role of AHD has usually been about validation and legitimation, 

focusing on narratives of power and superiority. Thus, what she proposes is that behind a 

traditional way of understanding heritage very often we find an unquestionably white, male, 

upper-class narrative. This way heritage ends up being used to promote the values, views, 

memories of the elites, and “in disempowering the present from actively rewriting the 

meaning of the past, the use of the past to challenge and rewrite cultural and social meaning 

in the present becomes more difficult” (p.29). Smith elaborated her theoretical proposals 

partly based on her experience with aboriginal people in Australia. As such, one consideration 

for her was that if the silenced histories belong to existing groups, this may lead to tensions, 

seeking to manifest themselves in different ways. Indeed, this is already happening around 

the world, among those demanding restitution of their memories and identities. Therefore, a 

critical approach to a monolithic view of heritage will seek to dismantle orthodox structures 

in order to understand what lies beneath, and the relevance it may have for the present.   

 

2.2 From exclusion to inclusion 

The focus of this thesis is to identify the construction of exclusion narratives in the city of 

Lima. As expected, this phenomenon also occurs in other countries and, in some of them, the 

authorities decided to face the problem with new strategies. Nevertheless, the construction 

of narratives of inclusion in contexts of societies significantly diverse, or as a result of 

colonialism, is not exactly an easy task.  Still, there are examples where historical tensions 

were sought to be resolved through greater integration of their differences. In his text on 

"Plural and Multicultural Heritages", J.E. Tunbridge (2008), analyzed this issue from the 

concept of multiculturalism. As he pointed out, it is not unusual to find cities around the 

world where cultural groups of diverse origins have lived together for hundreds of years. In 

such cases, however, the authorities and the rest of the population used to expect them to 

adapt as best they could – a scenario that has continued to evolve through time. For him, 
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multiculturalism is a contemporary paradox that requires those cities with growing diversity 

to implement measures to help groups integrate better. The other side of this coin, he noted, 

is that such policies often lead to tensions, either with the majority or long-established 

groups.  So, for him there are no definitive recipes for inclusive cities. Sometimes the policies 

are aimed at improving people’s lives but more often, he suggests, they respond to political 

pragmatism (p.300). To illustrate his point, he introduced the cases of Canada, South Africa 

and Singapore, which are briefly explained below. 

In the case of Canada, the starting point was the narrative of a country built on two 

pillars: English and French. But those were components with historical tensions between 

them, so much so that at more than one point this led the French side to seek separation. 

Accordingly, from the 1960s onwards a series of measures were taken to prevent one sector 

from becoming more dominant than the other. These included such measures as a greater 

emphasis on bilingualism and the reduction of migration of European origin in favor of global 

migration instead. One of the objectives was to build a "credible national identity" (p.303), 

and they thus became the first officially multicultural country, as defined in their 

Constitution of 1982. According to Tunbridge, Canadians "made a virtue of its lack of a 

generally accepted pre-existing cultural core" (p.303), shifting the focus from their Anglo-

French identity to a global one.  A few years later, Canada's indigenous populations were 

included as a third foundational pillar. 

In the second case, South Africa had very different conditions from the previous, since 

it had always had a predominantly black population. As for the process initiated after the fall 

of apartheid, the new authorities set themselves the challenge of building a society in which 

the white minority could coexist with the majority in power. This was to be the case too with 

the different African ethnic groups, colored people, mixed-race and other minorities, giving 

rise to the concept of the "Rainbow Nation". This process also led to a review of its public 

heritage to ensure multicultural representativeness. Tunbridge wrote: 

The apartheid prime ministers have been withdrawn from monuments, airport names 

and the like. The white iconography is, however, becoming broadly juxtaposed with 

statues commemorating mainly non-white figures who represent consensus-seeking 

values… Meanwhile gradual street renaming is not confined to African heroes; 

Pietermaritzburg includes white liberals such as Alan Paton among its new street 

pantheon. (p.307). 
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The author concludes this section by noting that there is uncertainty about the overall success 

of these measures. He mentions that many factors may still weaken it, but ultimately it will 

be up to all stakeholders to continue to maintain a formula that works for everyone.   

The third case of multiculturalism proposed by Tunbridge is that of Singapore. Here 

the process involved the construction not only of narratives but structures of inclusion. Its 

process of separation from the British empire included a short period of unification with 

Malaysia, before also separating from it and becoming a republic in 1965. A considerable 

factor to deal with was its enormous cultural, religious and ethnic diversity. This meant the 

new authorities had to work on behalf of Muslim Malaysians, Malay, Chinese and Indian 

communities on an equal footing.  Thus, the government initiated a program based on the 

four pillars that have defined Singapore, the so-called 4Ms: multi-racialism, multilingualism, 

multiculturalism, and multiple religions (p.308). In this case, beyond just the narratives it 

involved a process of urban renewal, sanitation, and heritage recovery. According to 

Tunbridge, it is possible that by ironing out differences so much they ended up losing essence 

and authenticity. In any case, while these reforms had a goal of unity in diversity, they also 

aimed at dismantling ethnic power bases. In the end, he underscores the fact that inclusion 

projects do not respond to defined formulas nor can they have a deadline for completion 

(p.312). What is clear to me is that in cases of cultural diversity, the incorporation of the 

different memories and identities of the groups involved becomes an element of cohesion and 

strength. 

2.3 Heritage and memory in a post-colonial context 

The post-colonial context in Peru and Latin America was somewhat different from what 

happened in other colonized regions of the planet. In many of those areas, independence 

meant that those who had been colonized regained political power. Consequently, there is a 

theoretical work in the field of heritage that follows the development of these societies in 

their path of separation from the former colonial power. However, there are some exceptions 

to this. In most of Latin America, power did not pass to the indigenous communities but 

remained in the hands of a white minority, mostly descendants of the European settlers. And 

Peru, despite its predominantly indigenous population at the time, was one of them. 

 Therefore, when it comes to dealing with issues of heritage, memory and identity 

after independence, the process can be complex and even contradictory. On the one hand, a 

new nation is normally interested in reinforcing its new identity.  To this end, some 

academics mention that the clearest symbols of change are usually the new buildings that are 
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built, the monuments that are chosen, and the new names given to the streets (Koshar 2000, 

in Marschall 2008, p.347). But, also, a key representation of change tends to be the 

eradication of the images of the former colonial power. Sabine Marschall (2008) is a South 

African scholar who has studied extensively, in the case of Africa, the actions taken by newly 

independent nations concerning heritage.  In this context, she posits two scenarios.   

One scenario corresponds to a situation when power returns to the colonized 

populations, as was the case in the DRCongo and Kenya. In the first country, she mentions the 

example of an equestrian sculpture of King Leopold II of Belgium in the capital, Kinshasa. 

After independence, the monument was dismantled and stored for a while. Then, for the sake 

of good relations with the former colonial power it was reinstalled, only to be removed 

almost immediately, following strong popular criticism (p.348). In the case of Kenya, a 

monument to Lord Delamere, put in place by the British settlers in the city of Nairobi was 

removed before independence, with the intention of representing a clear sign of the 

legitimacy and identity of the new government (p.350). As she points out, these processes are 

never simple and there are sometimes opposing issues to consider. For instance, the new 

symbols must assure the population of a legitimate transfer of power and, on the other hand, 

the type of relationship to be maintained with the former colonial power.  

The second, more problematic, scenario she considers is that of a country where a 

white minority remains after independence. She mentions the cases of Namibia and South 

Africa. In both of them, the heritage that represented the white population was left intact 

“…for the sake of reconciliation and nation-building” (p.351), although this progressively 

changed. In the South African case, much of the initial enthusiasm has been obscured by an 

evolving reality where levels of inequality and ethnic divisions have been on the rise (p.357). 

What seems to be clear is that negotiating the best options for the new republic in post-

colonial societies is a complex and multifaceted issue. One is what kind of relationship will be 

maintained with the former colonial power. 

 

2.4 What’s in the name of a street? 

In this last segment, I turn my attention to an area of critical urban research that has been 

traditionally understudied and which has been growing in importance in the last few years, 

street names. Peter Nas (2011), in his pioneering work on urban symbols, posits that cities 

have been investigated from different perspectives - infrastructure, demographics, 

economics, social and other aspects - but the cultural dimension, defined by its symbols, 
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required more attention (p.7).  For Nas, urban symbols include “the layout of a city, 

architecture, statues, street and place names, poems, as well as rituals, festivals and 

processions; another strand consists of myths, novels, films, poetry, rap, music, songs and 

websites” (p.9). He argues that some of the symbols are more dominant than others, thus 

becoming bearers of meaning and “the guardians of the soul of a city” (p.288). They have also 

the capacity to “lay bare the bones of society and the relations between its constituent 

groups of all sorts: class, ethnicity, gender and age” (p.283).  A few years earlier, Maoz 

Azaryahu (1996), professor of cultural geography at the University of Haifa, Israel, also 

questioned the little attention given to the power emanating from the name of a street. 

According to him, and despite its innocuous presence, street names tend “to conceal that 

they belong to the structures of authority and legitimacy” (p.329). However, as we see 

below, the growing interest in the subject is yielding results.  

 In 2020 and 2021, two publications on street names were well-reviewed by the press 

and specialized journals. One of them was ‘The Address Book – What Street Addresses Reveal 

About Identity, Race, Wealth and Power’, by the American lawyer and writer, Deirde Mask 

(2020). Her book is based on a study of street names in the cities of Rome, London, Vienna, 

Berlin and several cities in the United States. Here, the author suggests that street names can 

be very political, the “perfect propaganda tool” (p.166). From this work, there are two 

features that I would like to highlight. One, is that history usually shows when the need to 

change street names becomes a priority; perhaps one of the most dramatic and well-known of 

these cases is that of Berlin after the fall of Hitler (p.166). These changes are warranted and 

were made to allow people or cities to heal and to move forward. The second point has to do 

with what she describes as the growing awareness among historically marginalized groups, 

especially people of African descent in the United States.  In this second case, she found that 

in cities like New York, about 40% of the laws in recent years have responded to requests for 

changes in street names, to recognize the memory of black leaders (p.1). Despite some level 

of success, in doing so she points out that it is a process fraught with obstacles and 

frustrations. She posits that it often depends on the political and demographic profile of the 

city and the city’s leaders where the changes are requested (p.185). For Mask, “a street name 

is a kind of monument, too; in the South [of the USA], more than a thousand streets bear the 

names of Confederate leaders” (p.181). 

The second critical publication, in 2021, is linked to the research carried out by an 

international and interdisciplinary group consisting of young scholars Bancilhon, M. 
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(Washington University, St Louis, US), Constantinides, M. (Nokia Bell Labs, Cambridge, UK), 

Bogucka, E.P. (Technical University of Munich, Germany), Aiello, L.M. (Nokia Bell Labs, 

Cambridge, UK and IT University Copenhaguen, DK), and Quercia, D. (Nokia Bell Labs, 

Cambridge, and King’s College, London, UK). In this research, they developed a digital 

application, Streetonomics, that was used to analyze some 5000 streets in the cities of Paris, 

Vienna, London and New York. They focused on those streets named after people, and 

propose that this "cultural quantification" (p.1) allowed them to gain a deeper understanding 

of a city as well as to find historical patterns that had remained hidden. For the authors, 

street names reflect the values of the place over time (p.2), and by quantifying them it is 

possible to perceive what is truly important to the city. The data investigated covered a 

range of information that allowed them to identify gender bias; or whether the names are 

closer to the past or the present; or the type of professional profile that has historically been 

memorialized, among other indicators (p.2). In the authors' opinion “this approach could offer 

tools that would not only create dwellers’ awareness of the ‘historical memory’ of a city”, 

but would also be used by public authorities to reflect on past street-naming decisions and to 

inform future ones (p.2). This approach will be put to practice in Chapter 5. Before that, the 

following chapter provides a brief historical and political context of Lima and Peru, that 

should allow for a better understanding of the processes that took place during the period 

under study in the three case studies. 

 

--- 
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Chapter 3:  LIMA AND PERU IN CONTEXT 

 
This chapter will provide information that I consider key to understanding the historical and 

political context in which the three case studies take place. First, I will offer a brief 

biography of pre-Hispanic Lima; although I have mentioned before that this is not a thesis on 

indigenous heritage, I choose to make it visible precisely because the traditional narrative 

obscured it, making it difficult to have a comprehensive understanding of the city. In my 

opinion, it is this hidden side that completes that perception of it. In the second part, I 

address scientific racism, a topic that is generally not discussed, or rather downplayed, in the 

existing literature on heritage, architecture and public art in Lima. This ideology dominated 

the Peruvian political landscape from the late 19th century to the early 20th century. The 

influence of this movement was, in my opinion, a determining factor in the model of city and 

country that was being shaped in those years. The last and third part will offer contextual 

information about the chosen period of study, from 1845 to 1945.  

 

3.1 Pre-Hispanic Lima 

There is a popular oral narrative in Lima that exemplifies well the type of bond that many 

citizens keep with the territory. When trying to explain why the Spanish chose this place as 

the site for their capital, people refer half-jokingly to the fact that they arrived in the 

summer, when the skies over Lima are clear and blue. Had they arrived in winter, the story 

goes, when the skies are permanently gray and cloudy, they would have continued looking. 

For me, this urban myth, which is still prevalent today and is usually told with a benevolent 

undertone, serves to indicate an engrained and long-standing disaffection with the inherited 

landscape and the cultural rupture that occurred at that time. The Spaniards, whatever one 

can say about them, did not take such decisions lightly. Lima, in fact, had a series of 

conditions that made it the ideal territory for their purposes. And although very early on a 

Spanish chronicler made a mention to it (Cobo 1956 [1653]), this information did not enter 

the popular accounts for more than 400 years. Thus, I consider this tale a snapshot of the 

moment when the previous memories and identities of the landscape got disengaged from the 

new story that was being born then. One of the first who began to provide a more accurate 

description of why the territory of Lima was chosen, was architect Juan Günther (1992, 2012). 

According to him, the Spaniards found a cultural landscape that had taken thousands of years 

to create, with many specific attributes that no other place along the coast had. For Günther, 
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Lima offered an urban infrastructure that included a network of roads, irrigation canals, 

forests, and people - everything that could make the future colonial city livable. Had this 

story of continuity been incorporated into the colonial accounts, subsequent urban dynamics 

might have been somehow different.  

Moreover, a strong pre-Hispanic architectural tradition left numerous monumental 

adobe buildings, called huacas. Despite their continuous destruction over time (Narvaez 

1998), to date, the Ministry of Culture of Peru has over 500 archaeological sites registered in 

Metropolitan Lima (the information on the website is updated regularly)3. More to the point, 

in 2012, the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) published the Heritage Atlas of Peru, 

which placed Lima as the region with the highest density of pre-Colonial heritage in the 

country, with 16% of the total (IDB 2012). This was the first time an official publication gave 

an account of the true dimension of the built heritage in the area. Although internationally 

Peru is considered one of the six cradles of civilization and is well known for its 

archaeological legacy, very little of this is associated with Lima.  

Admittedly, most of what we know today about pre-Hispanic or pre-Colonial Lima was 

not known in detail in the 19th century. In those days, most things related to the past were 

taken to be Inca and without any details about antiquity or styles. However, there were so 

many huacas around that it seems impossible not to have at least acknowledged their 

presence. Even more so when, after independence, American and European travelers visiting 

the country made extensive reference to them in Lima, and left behind numerous drawings 

and testimonies (Darwin 1864, Hutchinson 1873, Middendorf 1894, Squier 1877). Still, they 

remained absent from most narratives of the city. Although never made explicit, the cultural 

landscape to which Europeans adapted carried the signature of indigenous cultures who had 

not only possessed the land but transformed it. Over millennia, and through the construction 

of a wide network of irrigation canals, they were able to transform the dry and barren 

territory into valleys.  This contribution was later to define the agricultural character of Lima 

during the colonial period, since many families who lived in the center of the city owned 

plantations in the surrounding areas. It is therefore possible, as mentioned in the 

Introduction, that a landscape so densely managed before may have symbolized a threat to 

the legitimacy and hegemony of the new owners. In any case, what cannot be denied is an 

element of tension articulating that neglected part of Lima's history and the later one. A 

 
3 Sistema de Información Geográfica de Arqueología-SIGDA. http://sigda.cultura.gob.pe/ 

http://sigda.cultura.gob.pe/
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tension that, at the end of the 19th century, acquired its most exclusionary dimension, as we 

will see next. 

 

3.2 Scientific racism – Positivism 

I decided to incorporate this section on scientific racism partly because the specialized 

literature in the fields of heritage, architecture and public art, tends to exclude or minimize 

this aspect that I consider key to understanding the proposal of this thesis. But also, because 

the influence this ideology had at the time is something I was unaware of in its details before 

starting this research, and I consider this a knowledge that has enriched my work. I argue that 

those who advocated scientific racism, quite possibly without intending to, ended up defining 

a divided and unequal city. While some may point out that it was a fad that occurred 

throughout Latin America, the fact is that it was not a passing fad. Similarly, it can be argued 

that racism in fact had its origins in the colonial period, but I would contend that it is in the 

republican period that the roots of a system that continued to affect the social dynamics of 

the city and the country were laid. Therefore, it was essential to acknowledge it and to 

incorporate it as a key component of this work. I will now briefly elaborate on this 

phenomenon, which emerged in the second half of the 19th century and lasted until the first 

decades of the following one. In the case of Peru, the convergence of two significant 

moments helps to explain it. The first one was the discourse of order and progress that came 

from Europe and spread throughout Latin America. The second was Peru's defeat by Chile in 

the War of the Pacific (1879-1884), which had a decisive impact on the concept of nation. Let 

us look at the first of these two situations. 

The first moment, in the second half of the 19th century, relates to Europe being 

considered at the peak of its development.  This led, among other things, to the growth of 

different theories that would explain the reasons for this remarkable success.  On the one 

hand, an agenda of order and progress was developed and, on the other, a scientific discourse 

was elaborated that sought to explain it from the perspective of a presumed (white) racial 

superiority. In her doctoral work on this ideology in Latin America, Cristina Gouveia (2016), 

argued that the medical and scientific language seduced the intellectuals of the time. They 

began to cross notions of development with the ideas of the evolution of species and many 

started to analyze reality through the natural sciences. From this perspective, the region was 

seen as a sick body and the indigenous populations a ‘degenerate’ race, an obstacle to 

development (p.7). At the same time, the agenda of ‘order and progress’ which the Latin 
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American bourgeoisies were so eager to impose, had to deal with what was considered the 

'indigenous problem' (p.41). One necessary condition for the success of this agenda, according 

to the ideas of the time, was the introduction of 'superior races', i.e., white European 

migration (Montoya 2021, p.4), which was the policy in Peru at the time.  

The second moment to explain scientific racism concerns the Peruvian defeat in the 

War of the Pacific. This was not only a military and economic disaster. For some, it was a sign 

that something was wrong with the country, and not necessarily with its leaders. As Montoya 

(2021) explains, many took it as a defeat inflicted by a nation (Chile) populated in greater 

numbers by descendants of 'European races' (McEvoy, 2011, as cited by Montoya, p.18). The 

most representative scholars and politicians of their time focused their debates and 

publications on what they considered the main problem in the country, its indigenous 

population. The deliberations tried to be scientific and rigorous, and their options to ‘solve’ it 

included a diversity of measures, like greater or lesser degrees of miscegenation, education, 

more white migration, while others supported more extreme solutions. Most of these 

intellectuals, however, were themselves part of the Creole elite. One who did not agree with 

these positions was the celebrated writer and anarchist, Manuel Gonzales Prada, who 

questioned a republic established at the expense of the indigenous population, without having 

recognized their effective citizenship (Flores Galindo 2008, p.252). In any event, critical 

scholars suggest that most likely this ideology served to legitimize the power of those at the 

top, leaving the indigenous and mixed-race population in a condition of inferiority (Flores 

Galindo 2008, Manrique 2014, Carazas 2009).  

At this point, it is worth mentioning that although in the specialized literature, as 

mentioned above, the topic of racism is usually neglected or minimized, in the field of history 

and politics it has been studied with considerable interest in recent decades. Peruvian 

historian, Cecilia Méndez (2014), being one of them, contends that what the elites were 

trying to create was a 'republic without Indians'. ‘White immigration appeared as a solution to 

the country's problems. On such ideological foundations the so-called Aristocratic Republic 

(1895-1919) would later be founded’ (p.13). This ideology was also apparent in Congress. In 

1896 a new electoral regulation made it practically impossible for any indigenous person to 

vote, a situation that would last for the next 80 years. Another historian, Alberto Flores 

Galindo, was one of the first in investigating racism in Peru. In his seminal book “Looking for 

an Inca: Identity and Utopia in the Andes” (1986, 2008), he explores with great detail the 

contributions to this ideology by some of the most influential intellectuals and politicians of 



27 

 

their time. The following is a selection of comments on the Peruvian indigenous population 

written by some of them (author’s translation): 

 

- 1855, Sebastian Lorente, a renowned and influential schoolteacher wrote: ‘They are 

ignorant, cowardly, indolent, ... gutless, lazy, thieves, with no respect for the 

truth...’ (1879, Historia de la Civilización Peruana, as cited by Flores Galindo, p.249) 

 

- 1894, Javier Prado Ugarteche, philosopher, politician and dean of the main university 

spoke of ‘...the pernicious influence that the inferior races have exerted in Peru.’ 

(1894, Estudio Social del Perú durante la Dominación Española, as cited by Flores 

Galindo, p.252) 

 

- In 1897, writer Clemente Palma stated that ‘the Indian race is a degenerated old 

branch of the trunk from which the inferior races emerged...’ (1897, El Porvenir de las 

Razas, as cited by Flores Galindo, p. 252) 

 

- In the 1920s, a well-known philosopher and university professor, Alejandro Deustua, 

declared that 'Peru owes its misfortune to the indigenous race’ (1937, La Cultura 

Nacional, as cited by Flores Galindo, p.252). 

 

All of them were prominent members of society and outstanding intellectuals in 

different areas, with contributions that have been recognized at various levels. However, 

their legacy in the field of scientific racism did not disappear. It continued to live on. As we 

will see in Chapters 5 and 6, all of them were memorialized with the name of a street, a 

major avenue and/or a monument. Much of the literature analyzed in this research about 

heritage, architecture and public art, does not establish these links clearly, or avoid the 

discussion altogether. Moreover, there is a view that relativizes this ideology assuming this 

was the prevalent way of thinking then. However, I posit that these were formative years for 

the nation and the city, and their legacy lives on. In recent years, several opinion polls have 

consistently shown similar results: a majority of citizens denouncing racism as one of the 

biggest problems (Ipsos APOYO 2009, 2010, 2011). Moreover, between 1980 and 2000 a violent 

period of insurgency took place in Peru, originated by the Maoist Shining Path group in their 
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war against the Peruvian state; as a consequence, thousands of Peruvians were killed4. The 

final report of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (2003) revealed that about 75% of the 

victims had been poor, indigenous and Quechua-speaking people from the Andes. In one of 

the most far-reaching conclusions, the document denounced structural racism and historic 

indifference toward indigenous people as one of the factors that contributed to the death of 

so many. ‘The armed conflict largely reproduced the ethnic and social divides that affect 

Peruvian society as a whole’ (p.160, author’s translation) – a sign that equal citizenship is still 

problematic in Peru. As part of the recommendations, the Ministry of Culture set up the office 

Alert Against Racism, which in 2018 commissioned the I National Survey of Perceptions on 

Cultural Diversity and Ethnic-Racial Discrimination5. The final data showed that over 50% of 

those who responded had felt discriminated against; 53% considered the country racist.   

 

3.3 A crucial century: 1845-1945 

For the purposes of this study, the century beginning in 1845 was decisive for several reasons. 

It was a time of convergence of different narratives that sought to shape the newly 

independent republic. These were years of nation-building, separation from the former 

colonial power, definition of national borders, war conflicts and laying the foundations for a 

modern country. Furthermore, these were years in which its political leaders made a series of 

efforts to define the type of city they wanted as a capital for Peru (Basadre 2005). 

After the two decades of chaos and anarchy that followed independence from Spain 

(in 1821), 1845 marked the beginning of an interval of political stability and economic wealth. 

The reason for this was found in guano, or birds’ manure, a good quality fertilizer that would 

become the most valued product at the time. The so-called Guano Era provided a period of 

relative peace, and infrastructure and modernization projects were promoted (railroad 

service and gas street-lighting), slavery was eliminated, and the country’s first foreign policy 

was established. However, along with the prosperity, which seemed to benefit a specific 

group only, came the questioning of those who handled the country's monies. They were 

rather a very small, white, politically well-connected, urban elite that benefitted 

exceptionally well from those years of economic growth (COHA 2011). That said, one of the 

tasks they undertook was the ideological reconfiguration of the country, moving away from a 

colonial mentality to a new, republican one. For this, they tried to follow European liberal 

 
4 Official estimates put the number around 70.000 (CVR 2003). 
5 https://alertacontraelracismo.pe/i-encuesta-nacional 

https://alertacontraelracismo.pe/i-encuesta-nacional
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models centered on values of civility, order and progress (Callirgos 2007, p.37). In the first 

few years, the elite was committed to putting an end to what they considered the worst 

aspects of Spanish colonialism and despotism (Paredes 2013, p.454). This was implemented 

through the re-organization of government issues and through the urban transformation of 

Lima, to project and reinforce the image of the new republican principles. In this line, the 

first monument was erected in memory of the Venezuelan leader, Simón Bolívar, also called 

the Liberator of America (in 1859). A year later, the monument to Christopher Columbus was 

inaugurated.   

 This was also a period when the discourse about what constituted the new Peruvian 

nation was still linked to its Inca origins. The dominant narrative, before and just after 

independence, considered the Incas the roots of the new republic of Peru. More to the point, 

during the first half of the 19th century, the huacas were still points of pilgrimage, holy places 

of the nationhood, as they represented relics of the old homeland (Ramón 2014, p.27). The 

pro-Inca discourse served two purposes: it helped to mark a difference with the colonial 

power, which at that point was not being considered as constitutive of the new nation (Díaz-

Andreu 2007, p.90). And second, it served the purpose to insert the new republic under the 

aura of an ancient civilization, which added legitimacy to the new one. However, this 

association did not last long. Very soon it became evident that the foundational discourse 

included a gravestone: the Incas had ceased to exist. In her History of World Archaeology, 

scholar Margarita Díaz Andreu (2007), claims that the Incas “later lost their prestige around 

the mid-nineteenth century due to the rise of racism and its significant role in ethnic 

nationalism” (p.81). The new Creole authorities disengaged from the indigenous past and 

aligned themselves with a European legacy. Some scholars, Juan Carlos Callirgos (2007), one 

of them, question this view of the elites, and argues that it is left-wing historians who have 

created a narrative that belittles the modernization happening in Lima in those years. 

According to him “[they] made a sweeping generalization of elites as conservative and 

traditional open only to cosmetic modernization” (p.317), when in fact he believes these 

ruling groups made an important effort to create a modern republic. More in Chapter 5.  

The 1860s saw the first signs of Lima's physical transformation. The demolition of the 

colonial walls was followed by the first expansion of the city. In 1872, commemorating 50 

years of independence, an international exhibition was organized to show the progress being 

made. For this, the first urban park was built, called of the Exposition, together with an 

exhibition palace that served that purpose.  On that same year, in 1872, the first 
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democratically elected civilian president came to power, Manuel Pardo y Lavalle, a member 

of a powerful family of colonial origin. With the guano wealth close to being depleted, and 

with a growing internal debt, Pardo presided over a cycle of unstoppable economic decline. 

He managed to conclude his presidential period, in 1876, when there were already fears of a 

possible armed conflict with the southern neighbor, Chile. 

After the devastating war and the trauma it meant for the ruling classes, national 

reconstruction efforts began a few years later, in 1895, coinciding with a new peak in the 

economy. This was underpinned by the exploitation of silver mines in the Andes, sugar 

plantations in the north, and rubber from the Amazon. Politically, the period from 1895 to 

1919 is known as the Aristocratic Republic. The term, coined by historian Jorge Basadre 

(2005), refers to the beginning of an almost uninterrupted succession of civilian presidents 

coming from the ranks of the traditional oligarchy. Two aspects that I believe define this 

interval are, first, a newly found self-confidence and optimism among the elites, largely 

supported by an era of economic wealth, and the enthusiasm generated by the upcoming 

celebrations of the centenary of independence. Second, that it was the time when the 

foundational narrative about the Incas became an issue of the past. Thus, it made room for a 

new, openly racist discourse elaborated by the intellectual elite - part of the growing 

influence of scientific racism, as explained above (Paredes 2013, p.455).  

The main protagonist of the period starting in 1919, was President Augusto Leguía 

(1919-1930), who presided over the highly anticipated celebrations for the centennial of 

independence (in 1921). He is considered the pre-eminent urban planner of Lima (Martuccelli 

2006, Hamann 2015), and the driving force behind a major process of growth and 

beautification of the city. In what concerns issues of memory and identity, Leguía was a 

politician who played on both sides of the equation, represented by the Hispanic and the 

indigenous legacies. He inaugurated his second term after leading a coup and becoming an 

authoritarian ruler under the banner of ‘the new homeland’. Under his discourse, he became 

a defender and promoter of the indigenous heritage, being the first president in recognizing 

Indian communities (Hamann 2015, p.105). However, in the end, according to scholar Johana 

Hamann, he did more to give continuity to the ideal of a European model of Lima, than to 

make room for alternative options (p.21). In any case, one of the most groundbreaking 

processes that occurred during these years was the emergence of the indigenist movement. 

Partly as a reaction to the ideas of scientific racism, and led by leftist intellectuals, the 

objective was to revalue the indigenous legacy and to give it new visibility. This was achieved 
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above all in literature and fine arts. There was an attempt to do so in architecture, as will be 

seen in the next chapter, but it was short-lived (Callirgos 2007, p.58; Ramon 2014, p.21). 

 After President Leguía was overthrown by a military coup, the next 10 years were 

characterized by rebellions and military heavy-handedness, until a new economic boom 

reactivated urban development projects. Among them, the modernization of the government 

palace, and the construction of the legislative building and the palace of justice. With these 

three concluded the projects of the architecture of power in the city. This period ends with 

the election of Manuel Prado as president (1939-1945), a conspicuous member of the national 

oligarchy. Other architectural styles later became fashionable, but none attained the level of 

relevance and visibility as the neo-Colonial. On a social level, these were the years in which 

migration to the capital gained strength, leading to accelerated demographic growth and a 

disorderly urban expansion. Lima's metropolitan administration seemed to lose the capacity to 

incorporate the new citizens into a vision of the city. And unlike the previous century, when 

there was an open-arms policy to white, European migration, in this case, the opposite 

happened. One of the classic books of this period, ‘El Desborde Popular’, by anthropologist 

José Matos Mar (1988), described the situation by saying that, from the beginning, mass 

migrations encountered the rigidity imposed by an urban regime conceived as a redoubt of 

creole life, and never intended as a habitat for people from the provinces (p.76).  

To conclude, I believe it is necessary to refer, albeit briefly, to Lima's demographic 

profile and its significance for the type of questions I want to address in the following 

chapters.  According to different population censuses, carried out since the 17th century, 

Lima had for a long time a majority of white and black population (Díaz 1974, Cantó 1982, 

Barreto, E. & al 2005, Ninamango 2012, INEI 2017). This was the case until the end of the 19th 

century, when progressively the city became more diverse. This could be used as an argument 

to explain why the gaze of its elites did not include the diversity of the country. But to truly 

believe that would mean to disregard that the people in charge were presumably the best 

qualified to lead and that they had a supreme mission with the nation. Moreover, the voices 

of those who demanded more inclusion were always present throughout that century, and the 

country's historical tensions were never far from the political arena.  

With the national context outlined and the theoretical framework of this thesis 

explained, the next three chapters correspond to the case studies. Before that, in the next 

pages I show a selection of huacas in Lima, or pre-Colonial architecture, from the earliest 

ones ca. 2000 BC to the 15th century.   
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3.4 Images of huacas  in Lima 

 
Fig.1 Huaca Fortaleza de Campoy, San Juan de Lurigancho. Ca.1100 AD. Photo: Rolly Reyna. 

 

 
Fig.2 Huaca Huaycán de Pariachi, Ate. Ca.1100 AD. Photo: J. Lizarzaburu. 
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Fig.3 Huaca Paraíso, San Martín de Porres. Ca.2000 BC. Photo: J.J. Quiróz. 

 

 
Fig.4 Huaca Cajamarquilla, Lurigancho-Chosica. Ca.600 AD. Photo: J.J. Quiróz. 
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Fig.5 Huaca Mateo Salado, Pueblo Libre. Ca.1200 AD. Photo: J.Lizarzaburu. 

 

 
Fig.6 Huaca Huallamarca, San Isidro. Ca.200 BC. Photo: J.Lizarzaburu. 

 

 
Fig.7 Huaca Pucllana, Miraflores. Ca.400 AD. Photo: Picchio. 
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Fig.8 Huaca Tambo Inga, Puente Piedra. Ca.1400 AD. Photo: Juan Ponce. 

 

 
Fig.9 Pachacamac, Temple of the Sun, Lurin. Ca.1400 Photo: J.Lizarzaburu. 

 

---  
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Chapter 4: THE NEO-COLONIAL STYLE IN LIMA 

 

The Archbishop’s Palace stands firm and elegant with its two sets of wide, tall and enclosed 

cedar balconies, symmetrically set against blocks of light gray stone on one corner on the 

city’s main square (Fig.10). It is a harmonious structure that represents the first Peruvian 

architectural style, the neo-Colonial; and although it may look like a venerable old building it 

was only inaugurated in 1924. It was the work of Polish architect Ryszard Malachowski, 

following the strict guidelines of the École des Beaux-Arts in Paris, where he had originally 

trained. Such was the impact of this style that it soon became the favorite of Lima's elites, 

and flooded the urban landscape of the growing city (Martuccelli 2006, p.261). On closer look, 

however, it is difficult not to delve into the genealogy that gave rise to it and find a direct 

reference to one specific memory, that of the old colonial power, and the validation of one 

identity alone, a European one. As seen in Chapter 2, critical heritage scholar, Rodney 

Harrison (2010a), contended that heritage often mirrors power relations, and for those who 

hold it, to preserve their memory is to ensure their continuity. Yet, when you do that, he 

suggests, the opposite also happens, something has to be forgotten. In this chapter, I argue 

that in this process of forgetting and erasing, the definition of the neo-Colonial style became 

a narrative of spatial exclusion. To achieve this, I refer to texts written by respected Peruvian 

and Latin American scholars6, together with my own observations regarding the chosen time 

frame (1845-1945). 

 To start with, I am interested in placing the neo-Colonial style within the evolution of 

architectural styles in Peru since independence.  Although it is presented as the first Peruvian 

style, I argue that it rather fits within a sequence of styles of European origin, not 

representing a national one. To this end, I find it useful to understand the period studied as a 

quest for the definition of the city. For clarity, I divide it into six moments. They are not 

clear-cut divisions and they intersect very often, but I introduce it as a tool that helps to 

carry the argument forward. The first, I call the Quest for a New Order, and is associated with 

the neoclassical style adopted by the new republic (1821-1860s)7; this is followed by a period 

that I identify as the Quest for Modernity, associated with the French influence (1860s-1940s); 

I then analyze what I understand as the Quest for Identity in the Americas, and look at the 

 
6 Most of the consulted texts for this chapter are in Spanish; translation is responsibility of the author.   
7 This is the only instance where I begin a period in 1821 and not in 1845. The reasons become evident in the text. 
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neo-Colonial style in its regional context (1900-1940s); this is followed by the Quest for 

Identity in Peru-I (1916-1940s), defined by the neo-Colonial style in Lima; next, the Quest for 

Identity in Peru-II, defined by the neo-Peruvian and neo-Inca styles (1920s); and finally I 

present a general overview of the neo-Colonial style after the 1940s under The New Realities, 

ending with the conclusions of the chapter.  

 

 

Fig.10 Archbishop’s Palace, 1916. Photo: G. Cáceres. 

 

4.1 Quest for a New Order: 1821 to 1860s. These were the years after independence, a 

time when the new authorities sought to consolidate the new republican values, emphasize 

the freedom achieved, and worked on the need to mark a separation from the previous 

colonial period. The republic was born with a narrative that reconnected, at least in the early 

years, with the Incas as the roots of the nation (Callirgos 2007, p.46).  However, the style 

that defined the period was neoclassical, which the Spanish crown had already introduced in 

the late 18th century (Ramon 2007, p.13). Despite its colonial origin, the new leaders kept it 

for its associations with notions of freedom, democracy, rationality and the enlightened city 

(Velezmoro 1997). Furthermore, its sobriety and use of straight lines and columns served to 

oppose the voluptuousness of the baroque and rococo, associated with pre-independence 
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times. The new authorities called it ‘republican style’.  According to historian and 

anthropologist, Juan Carlos Callirgos (2007), who has studied this period in depth, “The rigid 

aesthetics of the neoclassical and, in cases, the neo-renaissance styles were adopted as a way 

to conform to ‘universal’ architectural standards and to the modern values they expressed, 

which elites wanted to promote: cleanliness, simplicity, discipline, and solidity” (p.40). 

During this period no government buildings or architecture of power were erected. Instead, 

resources were allocated to infrastructure projects, most of which were built in neoclassical-

inspired styles8. At the domestic level, the changes were more decorative and symbolic, 

adapting the balconies and patios of colonial mansions (Velezmoro 1997). Of those that were 

partially modified to fit the new republican style, a few are representative of this moment: 

Riva Agüero, Candamo and Berckemeyer Houses. Later neoclassical buildings were built well 

into the 20th century, such as the Palace of Justice (1939). However, from the 1860s onwards 

the model of the Parisian city began to be adopted throughout Latin America, and the 

neoclassical progressively lost its relevance under the French influence.  

 

4.2 Quest for Modernity: 1860s to 1940s. In the earlier years of this second period, the 

country was still in the midst of an era of economic prosperity. This coincided with the 

transformation of Paris under the Haussmann Plan, and the beginning of the French influence 

on the lifestyles of the bourgeoisies in Peru and Latin America. A singular aspect of city 

planning was the introduction of the concept of urban landscape as a republican and modern 

value (Majluf 1994, p.11). This went hand in hand with the progressive prevalence of the 

Beaux-Arts style. However, the first public building of this period did not follow this model. It 

was instead a fortress-like structure built outside the colonial walls: the penitentiary, which 

opened in 1862 (Orrego 2018), following the panopticon style, or prison architecture, taken 

from the United States. Given that one of the principles of the republic had to do with order 

and control, the penitentiary was deemed a priority, it would symbolize a break from the 

chaos of the past and would project instead the image of a modern, civilized city. It would 

 
8 Building   Inauguration      

7 September Square  1821     
Railroad Station Lima-Callao 1851     
Central Market   1852     
Municipal Slaughterhouse  1855     
Municipal Mental Asylum  1859     
 
Source: Author, based on: Ramon 2007; Bonilla et al 2009; Bromley 2019; arquitecturarepublicanalima. 
blogspot.com   
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also convey a warning to those considered the lower castes in society, i.e., indigenous and 

mixed-race people, seen as anti-social, uncivilized and dirty (Paz Soldán 1853, as cited in 

Callirgos, p.122).  

But this was also a time of peaks and troughs. After winning a final war against Spain 

in 1866, together with other three South American nations, Lima restarted the urban reforms. 

The demolition of the old colonial walls in 1870 allowed for the first expansion of the city in 

over 300 years, making it a very visible break from the colonial era. This was followed by the 

first urban plan for Lima, the Plan Sadá (1872), which defined a city that would grow 

following a Parisian model, with wide avenues, round plazas and new residential areas 

(Calderón 2015, p.23). However, the defeat against its southern neighbor, a few years later, 

again led to the stalling of projects while the country was getting back on its feet. According 

to architect Elio Martuccelli (2006), the historic sense of pride of Lima had been 

compromised. Compared to other cities on the continent, Lima had lost the relative 

superiority it may have had between the 17th and 18th centuries. However, towards the end of 

the 1800s a new period of economic bonanza put the country, or Lima to be precise, back on 

the road to recovery. The transformation of the capital in the following decades was left in 

the hands of the first Peruvian architects trained in Paris and the United States, but above all 

in the hands of the foreign architects trained at the École des Beaux-Arts, who arrived at 

about the same time9. At least on the outside, it looked as if the city was preparing to 

welcome new citizens.  After all, it would have been expected to symbolize the whole nation. 

The French influence began to wane in the 1940s while coexisting with other emerging styles 

and new questions about national character and identity. 

 

 
9 Building   Inauguration    Style 

City Hospice Manrique  1866   Neoclassical 
Arts and Crafts School  1870   Neoclassical 
Exhibition Palace   1872   Neo-Renaissance 
Dos de Mayo Hospital  1875   Neoclassical 
Post Office   1897   Beaux-Arts 
San Fernando Medical School 1903   Neo-Renaissance 
Hygiene Institute   1904   Moorish Revival 
Crypt of Heroes   1908   Beaux-Arts 
Desamparados Train Station 1912   Beaux-Arts 
Municipal Theatre  1920   Beaux-Arts 
Guadalupe School   1920   Neoclassical 
Loayza Hospital   1924   Neoclassical 
 
Source: Author, based on: Ramon 2007; Bonilla et al 2009; Bromley 2019; arquitecturarepublicanalima. 
blogspot.com  
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4.3 Quest for Identity in the Americas: 1900s to 1940s. This period needs a brief 

elucidation. While it is true that in the previous century other Latin American cities had also 

adopted the same (European) architectural styles, the process leading to the neo-Colonial had 

characteristics unique to the region. Thus, I find it useful to include that international 

perspective; much of this information is taken from publications written by two of the most 

renowned scholars in the region on the history of Ibero-American architecture, the Argentines 

Ramón Gutierrez and Rodrigo Gutierrez Viñuales: Viñuales (2002), Gutierrez & Viñuales 

(2005), Gutiérrez Viñuales & Gutierrez (2012).  At the end of the 19th century, and in the 

context of the definition of nation-states, debates were taking place in Europe on how the 

history of each nation could hold the keys to the type of architecture that best represented 

their national character (Baalman 2012). Historicist styles arose based on this look at the 

past, such as neo-Renaissance, neo-Baroque, neo-Mudejar, and more. In Latin America, a 

similar debate began to take place, where the two countries with the greatest claim on pre-

Hispanic civilizations were Mexico and Peru. However, ‘the first nationalist claims’ of the 

continent, according to Gutiérrez, happened in Mexico alone, in the 1880s (2005 p.1). In 

those years, Mexico was the first country to erect a monument to an indigenous leader (1887) 

and the first to produce a completely indigenous building – the national pavilion at the Paris 

Exposition of 1889.  This style was called neo pre-Hispanic, and it was integrated into the 

debates on national identity and the styles that best represented each of the nations. As we 

saw at the beginning of this chapter, in relation to the process of forgetting and 

remembering, the opposite movement began to take shape in Mexico: that of rescuing the 

viceregal legacy as the representative of the nation, the neo-Colonial (Viñuales 2002, p.6). 

 According to the authors, these were years of much controversy, both in Mexico and in 

several countries where the subject was being discussed (there are no Peruvian theorists in 

the list they offer). Several countries are mentioned where attempts were made to 

incorporate indigenous imaginaries in architecture and public art. There were examples in the 

United States, Central America, Argentina, Bolivia and Chile, among others, well into the 

1930s. But since this approach tended to be disconnected from issues of memory and identity, 

in almost all cases the indigenous acquired a decorative and exotic character. However, at 

the beginning of the 20th century, Mexico decided that the colonial was what best 

represented the nation. Viñuales (2002) explains that the emphasis on this became so strong 

that during President Carranza’s administration, the government would exempt those who 

built in colonial style from paying taxes (p.6). On the other hand, in the south of the 
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continent, the international discovery of Machu Picchu in 1911 kept the debate alive for a few 

more years. Furthermore, the groundbreaking publication in 1921, by Peruvian archaeologist 

Julio C. Tello, "Introduction to the history of ancient Peru", had international repercussions 

(Viñuelas 2002, p.9). It was the first time an academic text revealed the continuity and depth 

of ancient civilizations in Peruvian territory, which also showed much greater antiquity than 

that of the Incas.  However, despite the intensity of the discussion on identity issues in those 

days, the main examples of indigenous-inspired architecture were built abroad for 

international exhibitions.  In Lima, there are only two surviving examples (more on this in 

point 4.5). 

 

4.4 Quest for Identity in Peru – I: 1916 to 1940s. The neo-Colonial style was officially 

established in Peru under the influence of Polish architect, Ryszard Malachowski. This was 

again a period of highs and lows, both economically and politically. But the greatest trigger 

for the enthusiasm of those years were the celebrations planned for the centennial of 

independence, in 1921, which had prompted a major program of beautification and 

modernization of Lima (Martuccelli 2006, p.258). The government of President Leguía, who 

presided over the festivities, lasting for much of the 1920s, was marked by a large increase in 

the country’s debt to pay for the massive costs of modernization. Still, the mission of the new 

architects was to make Lima a city under the rules of the Beaux-Arts and the French 

academic styles (Calderón 2016, p.24). The reconstruction of the city went ahead amidst 

criticism from other parts of the country, where resentment had been brewing at the 

indifference of the capital to deal with their needs (Callirgos p.78, Hamann 2015, p.49).  In 

fact, most of the effort was done in the capital alone, where wide new avenues, monuments, 

squares and parks started to materialize around the old colonial sector. The advent of the 

first one hundred years of independence also triggered a new wave of debates about the 

identity of the country and Malachowski - a graduate of the École des Beaux-Arts in Paris - is 

credited with being one of the first to debate about the need to develop a national style. In 

1916, he won the competition to design the façade of the Archbishop’s Palace on Lima’s main 

square - to which I refer at the start of this chapter – with his neo-Colonial project10.  

 
10 According to one source, the first neo-Colonial building was a private house, Casa Fari, by Marquina in 1911, on 

the outskirts of Lima (Ramos 2014, p.34). 
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Malachowski later explained that his search consisted of finding elements of the 

Peruvian past that could become representative of the country. His inspiration was the Torre 

Tagle Palace (Fig.12), an emblematic baroque building from the colonial period (Calderón 

2015, p.26), and his reasoning may be understandable in the context of the displacement of 

narratives from the Inca origins of the republic to its colonial origins, that happened in the 

previous century. From this perspective, it could be argued that Malachowski's work was not 

just the result of having been inspired by the baroque but, rather, a republican appropriation 

of the colonial. And this, I would posit, would give legitimacy to his proposal for a national 

architecture. However, to take this as a fact implies an enormous effort to erase all evidence 

of pre-Hispanic indigenous architecture in Lima and the rest of the country. Although not 

inaugurated until 1924, the Archbishop’s Palace became the first official example of the new 

neo-Colonial style; this became more significant given the fact that Lima was the main 

scenario for the centennial celebrations.  For Callirgos (2007), these events were in fact a 

sign of reconciliation between Peru, Spain and the Catholic church (2007, p.272); it follows 

that the neo-Colonial would represent best this relationship. The Archbishop’s Palace 

initiated a trend that would make of this style, together with the neo-Baroque, the preferred 

ones for most official buildings and public spaces still in process of renovation, as can be seen 

in the table below (Fig.11). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig.11 The last examples of architecture of power developed in Lima. Source: Author 

 

4.5 Quest for Identity in Peru – II. The unfinished dialogue: 1920s. This period lasts only a 

few years in its architectural dimension, and I argue that it is the most significant of all in the 

evolution of an individual style in Peru. It is then that two projects with an indigenous 

approach were designed: the neo-Inca and neo-Peruvian. Two factors help to understand this 

Building   Designed Inauguration  Style  

Archbishop’s Palace  1916  1924   Neo-Colonial 

Government Palace  1926  1938   Neo-Baroque 

Legislative Palace  1921  1939   Beaux Arts 

Municipal Palace  1939  1945 (last stage) Neo-Colonial 

San Martin Square  1921  1945 (last stage) Neo-Baroque – Square 

         Neo-Colonial – Bldgs. 

 Palace of Justice  1929  1939   Neo-Classical 
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moment: the government of President Leguía and the emergence of the indigenist movement. 

Regarding the former, Leguía came to power trying to make a difference with the previous 

aristocratic republic; his government, although populist and authoritarian in nature, was the 

first to support various indigenous causes (Hamann 2015, p.106). Indigenism gained 

momentum partly as a reaction to the scientific racism of previous decades; it emerged as a 

force that sought to incorporate Peru's ancestral roots into a vision of the country. Amid this 

debate, two foreign architects were the first to offer an architecture inspired by the country's 

ancestral cultures. One of them was Malachowski himself, and the second, Spanish architect 

Manuel Piqueras. We look at each case. 

In his exploration of an authentic Peruvian style, Malachowski would have been aware 

that despite a traditional discourse that tended to exclude the indigenous from the republican 

imaginary, the Incas continued to be a very popular reference; they were visible in 

banknotes, stamps and vernacular architecture (Ramón 2014, pp.73-74). And after having 

created the neo-Colonial style, he later explored the other end of the spectrum of the 

national imaginary, and devised the neo-Inca. This style is shown in the Museum of the 

Peruvian Culture (1924), which he designed following strict academicist rules. It was the first 

building in Lima representing pre-Hispanic cultures (Ramón p.59), inspired by the Tiahuanaco 

and the Inca (Fig.13). There is no doubt that daring to come up with a design of this nature 

when the city's leaders were looking to Europe for inspiration must have been radical. 

However, it could well have been taken as a large-scale exotic piece, since the design 

responded to the wishes of one of the sugar barons at the time, the owner of the museum.  

In the case of the Spanish architect and sculptor, Manuel Piqueras, he introduced the 

neo-Peruvian style at around the same time. Unlike Malachowski, where the design closely 

resembled the original indigenous model, Piqueras’ approach was to create a synthesis 

between the indigenous and the Hispanic legacies, albeit following a European layout. He first 

did this with the façade of the School of Fine Arts - an institution that promoted itself as a 

place that sought to create new art, inclusive of the different heritages of Peru (Viñuelas 

2002, p.11); this work was inaugurated in 1924 (Fig.14). A few years later, Piqueras was asked 

by President Leguía's government to design the pavilion for the Ibero-American Exposition in 

Seville, in 1929.  This is regarded by some scholars as the Spanish architect's greatest work 

(Fig.15), and it is a period in which he consolidated his theoretical position, writes Viñuelas 

(p.12). Piqueras himself argued that ‘it is possible to attempt or resurrect a distinctly 

Peruvian architecture, modern, in which the spirit, the rhythms, the soul of a people are 
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reflected; of the peoples and cultures that have passed through this land’ (Piqueras 1930, as 

cited in Viñuelas 2002, p.12). But more than a masterpiece, according to Peruvian art expert, 

Luis Eduardo Wuffarden (as cited in Martuccelli 2006, p.268), the pavilion had been conceived 

as a showcase for the new government palace, that president Leguía was intent on building. 

For Gabriel Ramón (2014), an expert on this period, the search for a national style was also 

political. It meant to go from recognition of the Incas (precolonial) to recognition of the 

Indians (postcolonial) as a central element of nationhood (p.24). A coup d'état the following 

year frustrated the plan, and the palace that would have represented the confluence of two 

cultures was never built (Martuccelli 2006, p.268). 

Some authors, like Ramón, believe that both styles should be considered one, neo-

Peruvian, since both were based on pre-Hispanic cultures (p.21).  However, I argue that 

although the appearance of both buildings could lead to that conclusion, the approach in each 

case was different. In the case of the museum, I believe that Malachowski mostly adapted 

what was then perceived to be an Inca style. And Piqueras, on the other hand, proposed 

something new, by creating a synthesis between the pre-Hispanic and the colonial heritages. 

Notwithstanding, by then, the Peruvian oligarchy and political powers had already decided on 

the neo-Colonial style as the one that best represented them (Martuccelli 2006, p.261), so no 

other important building was built in either style. They remain the only examples of two 

different approaches that could have taken Lima in a different direction. Other architectural 

styles were later introduced but nothing to the same scale as the neo-Colonial and the neo-

Baroque legacy. For Chilean historian, Leopoldo Castedo, Peru was a victim, perhaps more 

than any other Ibero-American country, of the neo-Colonial fashion. The results were 

multiplied because of unrestricted official support with abundant resources (1970, pp.301-

302). For him, Lima followed the path of an artificial reconstruction. 

 

4.6 Post Neo-Colonial. The new realities: 1940s. The time frame of this thesis concludes in 

1945, when the last examples of architecture of power in downtown Lima were completed. It 

also corresponds to the time when the two main squares, Plaza Mayor and Plaza San Martin, 

were inaugurated after being remodeled in neo-Colonial style. By then, Lima had already 

started its expansion southwards, where the neo-Colonial, together with a combination of 

styles (mock-Tudor, Mediterranean, Californian and others), were chosen by the upper and 

middle classes in their new neighborhoods (Callirgos, p.289). However, it is also worth noting 

that the pre-Hispanic inspiration did not disappear completely. Viñuales (2002) mentions two 
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Peruvian architects who took up the neo-Peruvian language, Enrique Seoane and Emilio Hart-

Terré (p.20).  One of the most notable works of the former is the Wilson building (from 1945). 

Even though it is considered a modernist building, it carries the indigenous element as 

exterior decoration on the last two floors. This period is also marked by two situations that 

made a difference with the past: first, the arrival of the modern, functionalist movement, 

questioning both, French and indigenous-inspired architecture. And the second, is what 

Gutiérrez (2012) calls the social problem and the need to focus on an ‘architecture for the 

masses’ (p.2). This was the moment when the large migrations arriving in the capital found a 

city unprepared and without the infrastructure to incorporate them. The pending challenge, 

says Gutierrez, was precisely to retrieve the capacity for identification, in making an 

architecture that gives meaning, that characterizes places and sites, enhancing the qualities 

of life of the inhabitants (p.11). Coupled with this, what also becomes evident was the 

progressive destruction of local huacas, encouraged by the government of those years. The 

pre-Hispanic structures were seen more as an obstacle to the urban development of Lima 

than as a heritage to be preserved or used as inspiration (Silva Santisteban 2014, p.71).  

 

4.7 Conclusions to Chapter 4 

At the beginning of this chapter, I question the neo-Colonial as the first Peruvian architectural 

style but, technically, it was, since it was created in republican times. However, I contend 

that it was not a style that represented the architectural traditions of the country. 

Concerning my original question, my hypothesis centered on whether the neo-Colonial style 

represented a spatial narrative of exclusion. In light of the theoretical evidence I have 

explored, my answer is, not completely. I argue this for two reasons: the architectural 

approach in Lima throughout this period shows, above all, a gaze set on Europe alone. And, 

secondly, I believe it is not possible to attribute to a single architectural style the 

responsibility for exclusion. If anything, it makes it visible in a different way. A second point 

to highlight has to do with the leaders of those years, whose decisions helped to define the 

type of city they envisioned. For an expert like Juan Carlos Callirgos (2007), it would be 

wrong to think of them as merely conservative individuals interested in keeping the status-

quo (p.319), and not in the city at large. Instead, he posits, they did modernize Lima and 

made important efforts to eliminate the city's colonial legacy and embrace new republican 

values. It is also true that given that most Latin American cities had enthusiastically adopted 

the French approach in those years, it is possible that the Peruvian leaders just followed the 
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trend. Yet, I would also argue that while modernizing Lima, they did it from a limited vision 

of a city. During that century, and at different times, many voices clamored for what was 

considered the "true" identity of the country. Beyond the short-lived neo-Inca and neo-

Peruvian styles, a tradition of pre-Hispanic architecture was largely ignored. The colonial 

gaze of a ruling class more focused on its European lineage became a subtle way to mark the 

territory, while separating those not considered equal. As a final point, it is possible to argue 

that what makes a city truly inclusive are not the buildings of the past but the policies of the 

present, and that would be correct. The point I make here is that by ignoring and evading so 

consistently a more inclusive approach, they left a very clear visual memory in place, where 

the majority of citizens saw no reflection of their own identities themselves.   

 

4.8 Images of architecture in Lima 

 

 
Fig.12 Torre Tagle Palace, XVIII Century. Foreign Ministry of Peru. Photo: J. Lizarzaburu. 
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Fig.13 Museum of the Peruvian Culture, 1924. Photo: Museo de la Cultura Peruana. 

 

 

 
Fig.14 National School of Fine Arts, 1924. Photo: DePeru.com. 
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Fig.15 Peruvian pavilion in Seville, Spain, 1929. Photo: Carlos Martin Salinas SlidePlayer. 

 

--- 
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Chapter 5:  STREET NAMES  

 

The ubiquitous Barrington tiles, with the old colonial names, are to be found in almost every 

corner of the historic center of Lima. Each of them is made up of six to eight pieces and 

together measure some 30 x 20cm. On a light-yellow background, there are blue letters 

written in an old-style font (Fig.16). They are usually placed on a corner, some 2m high, and 

have a three-tier reading: in the center, and more prominently, the colonial name of the 

street appears. At the top, in smaller letters, is the current Republican name and the block 

number. At the bottom, the origin of the colonial name is briefly explained. Below and 

attached to the main tile is a smaller one with the name of the sponsoring company. The tiles 

are popular. Social media groups devoted to Lima very often share pictures of them, and in a 

city with no historic information panels, they seem to be a welcome addition. However, once 

putting the anecdotal information aside, another level of interpretation that becomes 

apparent is the visual emphasis of the colonial memory over the republican one. These tiles 

do not place the colonial name as an additional detail but rather as a central one. Thus, once 

again, it stresses one memory over the other. In this chapter, I reveal how the process of 

street naming in Lima contributed to the construction of spatial narratives of urban 

segregation. Following critical theorists such as Azaryahu (1996) and Nas (2011), as discussed 

in Chapter 2, I want to unveil to what extent the act of memorializing specific individuals 

ultimately exposes structures of hegemony and legitimization of power, in contrast to other 

memories and identities that were excluded.  

 

Fig.16 Tiles with the old name of a street. Source: GettyImages/iStockphoto. 
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 This analysis is conducted in two different moments. The first occurs in 1861, which 

corresponds to the year in which the colonial names were changed for the new republican 

ones.  For this, my source is the main publication of Lima's streets in the 19th century, written 

by John Bromley, a respected municipal official for many years. However, this process had its 

limitations, due to the type of names that were selected then and does not produce enough 

information. To complete the task, the second moment I chose corresponds to the urban 

expansion that took place in Lima starting in the 1920s. Some of the oldest districts 

developed around the historic center, and the newer ones appeared along the great avenues 

inaugurated at the beginning of the 20th century. This central layout of the city and the 

street names have remained practically unchanged since then. For this second moment, I use 

the method of analysis created by Bancilhon et al, as presented in Chapter 2. Unlike the work 

of that group, which is supported by digital technology, I have opted for a manual 

investigation. Furthermore, I have adapted their indicators to the interests of this thesis, so 

as to obtain a detailed profile of the individuals that were memorialized with the names of 

the main streets. This is the first time a study of this kind is applied to the street names in 

Lima. At the end, I provide the results according to each selected indicator, followed by the 

general conclusions from the chapter. 

 

5.1 Analysis of the first period: 1861 

Concerning the first part of the analysis, the information is based on the book ‘The Old 

Streets of Lima’, by Juan Bromley (2019 [1964-1967]). Bromley was a public official who 

worked for the City of Lima for over 40 years, from the 1920s to 1967. During this period, he 

devoted himself to studying the history of the colonial city and to investigating old documents 

from the 16th century. His two publications concerning the names of the city appeared, first, 

in 1945 and later in the period 1964-1967. The first one was titled ‘Urban Evolution of Lima’, 

was written with José Barbagelata, and introduced the names of 177 streets. After this, 

Bromley completed his work to include all 357 streets that were part of Lima in the 19th 

century. This research was published in the Municipality’s annual bulletin between the years 

1964 and 1967. Given the depth and rigor of the work, very soon it became the most relevant 

source concerning street names in the colonial period and the changes that took place in 

1861. In 2019 the city of Lima, partly as a homage to Bromley, republished this second work 
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in paper and online, offering an update to some of the changes that had occurred since the 

original publication. For this work, I used the version available online11.  

From Bromley, we learn that in October 1861 the City Council of Lima approved the 

changing of the street names to replace the colonial ones with the names of the regions of 

Peru (streets running East-West), and those of the provinces (streets running North-South). It 

was also decided that the names of rivers would be included in case more names were 

needed. As Bromley mentions, the map of the country was transferred to the map of Lima 

(p.136). Of the 357 streets, two were given people’s names, those of the first and the last of 

the Inca Emperors, Manco Capac and Atahualpa, on the more distant part of the city.  

According to him, the main reason for the change in nomenclature had to do more with 

practical rather than nationalistic reasons. In the old system each block had a different name, 

which was beginning to create confusion in the growing city, so the idea was to simplify. 

Another reason he offers had to do with regular complaints from citizens that some of the old 

colonial names were ‘inadequate’, ‘dirty’ or even ‘obscene’, like ‘Donkey Street’, ‘She-

Already-Gave-Birth Street’ or ‘Funny-Little-Smell Street’ (pp.21 & p.135).   

 

5.1.2 Findings from the first period of analysis.  

When trying to explain the change of nomenclature during this period, Bromley believes that 

a nationalistic fervor was not the main reason. He does admit that Lima did what had to be 

done because it was happening all over the new republics in Latin America, intent on breaking 

up with the former Spanish colonial power. He does express disappointment at the choices 

made by some of the cities like Santiago de Chile, in 1825, which opted for indigenous and 

American names for its streets. However, not only Santiago had changed the old colonial 

names much earlier than Lima. Other cities did too, like Buenos Aires (1808)12 and Bogotá 

(1849)13. Given the fact that his research was done while working for the City authorities and 

that it was them who published his work, it is difficult to see to what extent the views he 

expresses are his own or the views of the people in charge.  In any case, some hints take you 

closer to what he probably thought and reveal a rather conservative perspective. At one point 

he mentions that the old colonial names should have been kept as a way to show respect for 

the history of the place and create new ones for the growing city (p.23).  In relation to the 

 
11 https://www.munlima.gob.pe/images/las-viejas-calles-de-lima.pdf 
12 https://www.buenosaires.gob.ar/sites/gcaba/files/documents/barrios_calles_y_plazas.pdf 
13 https://archivobogota.secretariageneral.gov.co/noticias/nomenclatura-las-calles-0 
 

https://www.munlima.gob.pe/images/las-viejas-calles-de-lima.pdf
https://www.buenosaires.gob.ar/sites/gcaba/files/documents/barrios_calles_y_plazas.pdf
https://archivobogota.secretariageneral.gov.co/noticias/nomenclatura-las-calles-0
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nomenclature, it is possible to assume that the geographical references of the country as a 

whole were an attempt to forge a sense of a unified nation. But this decision, in an area that 

symbolized the heart of the country, implied at the same time erasing all of Peru's pre-

Hispanic history in one fell swoop. As seen above, two indigenous names were included in the 

list, and both were placed in the most peripheral areas of the city at the time. Thus, I argue 

that choosing neutral, geographical names, and not any reference to indigenous cultures, was 

tantamount to erasing one fundamental part of the memory of the territory. However, it 

would take a few more decades to have a clear idea of the true importance of street names. 

As Ramón (2014) explains, after the war with Chile (1879-1884), a 'republican canon' (p.29) 

emerged. The conflict had produced a chest of heroes, mostly white, whose names began to 

be used on stamps, monuments, street names, avenues and squares. This part is dealt with in 

the following period.  

 

5.2 Analysis of the second period: 1920s to 1940s 

This second moment expands the analytic method to incorporate the methodology developed 

by Bancilhon et al (2021), in their project called Streetonomics, which I referred to in 

Chapter 2. Using this approach in the case of Lima I have opted for a manual investigation 

instead of a digital one. The objective however is the same: to identify hidden historical 

patterns through the quantification of street names. Moreover, rather than studying the 

13.000 streets of Lima, a sample of the main avenues was put in place, following an official 

classification by the city authorities. All the data used is accessible online. The types of 

information collected include the name of the person being commemorated, the person’s 

gender, ethnic roots, cultural affiliation, occupation and/or contribution to merit a street 

name; the period where the person lived; and whether the street runs through the central 

part of Lima or in the periphery. Only avenues with people’s names were considered. Streets 

with the names of saints, dates, geographical and other types of nomenclature were 

excluded. In the following section, the methodology is explained. 

 
5.2.1 Sources for streets and avenues 

In order to avoid an arbitrary selection of avenues, I have chosen the City of Lima Road Plan 

(Plan Vial Metropolitano, Ordinance 341)14 as my main source. This is the official registry of 

 
14 https://apcvperu.gob.pe/files/marcolegal/ORDENANZA_Nro_341.pdf  

 

https://apcvperu.gob.pe/files/marcolegal/ORDENANZA_Nro_341.pdf
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the most important avenues of the capital to manage traffic flows.  Accordingly, the city 

classifies the main routes as follows: 

- Expressways. They carry important volumes of vehicles with high-speed circulation, 

under free-flow conditions.  

- Arterial Avenues. They carry significant volumes of traffic between main areas of 

traffic generation and at medium traffic speeds.  

- Collector Avenues. They carry traffic from an urban sector to arterial and/or 

expressways.  

- Local Avenues/Streets. The main function is to provide access to properties or lots.  

 

The City Council of Lima regulates only the first three categories, the local districts the last 

one. For this study, out of a total of 573 avenues in the plan, I have chosen the 143 ones that 

carry a person’s name. To this, 10 more avenues linked to the fourth category were added, 

using a Wikipedia list15, making a total sample of 153 avenues. 

 

   Total Avenues With Person’s Names 

- Expressways:    41        4 

- Arterial Avenues:  170       36 

- Collector Avenues:  362      103 

- Total:  573   143 

- Additional Wikipedia:     10 

Total sample:     153 

 

5.2.2 Sources for profiles’ info: 

The main two sources for basic biographic details were two encyclopedic sources online16, 

plus other specialized sources when available, and Wikipedia.  

 

5.2.3 Classification by geographical areas: 

To have a clear division between Center and Periphery in the city of Lima, I have chosen the 

classification by the Peruvian Statistics Institute (INEI), under the label ‘Lima Centro’17. Most 

 
15 https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Categor%C3%ADa:Avenidas_de_Lima 
16 Biografías y Vidas. Enciclopedia biográfica en línea. https://www.biografiasyvidas.com/  

   Historia Peruana. https://historiaperuana.pe/ 

 

https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Categor%C3%ADa:Avenidas_de_Lima
https://www.biografiasyvidas.com/
https://historiaperuana.pe/
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of the districts under this category were created before 1945, except for four of them (with 

an asterisk). Moreover, together, those districts define a compact section in the city, that 

corresponds to the more consolidated urban areas (Section in blue, in the map of Lima. 

Fig.17) 

 

District  Creation 

Barranco  1874 

Breña    1949 * 

Jesús María   1963 * 

La Victoria   1921 

Lima    1823  

Lince    1936 

Magdalena del Mar  1920 

Miraflores   1857 

Pueblo Libre   1857 

Rímac    1921 

San Borja   1983 * 

San Isidro   1931 

San Miguel   1920 

Santiago de Surco  1929 

Surquillo     1949 * 

(Source: INEI, 2014, p.15) 

 

5.2.4 List of street names   

The chosen streets and avenues are shown alphabetically and detailed information appears in 

Appendix I. Names are ordered by the last name, with a brief bio of the person memorialized, 

the district where the avenue runs, and the link where the information can be found online. 

 

 
17 Lima’s eleven million inhabitants live in 43 districts, plus the port area of Callao. For the purposes of this study, 

11 districts are considered ‘center’ and 32 ‘periphery’. 
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Fig.17 Map of the city of Lima, according to the classification by the National Institute of  
Statistics (INEI)18.  The 43 districts are distributed in four sectors: North, Centre (in blue),  
South and East Lima, plus the area of the port of Callao. 
 

 
18 https://www.inei.gob.pe/media/MenuRecursivo/publicaciones_digitales/Est/Lib1168/libro.pdf 

https://www.inei.gob.pe/media/MenuRecursivo/publicaciones_digitales/Est/Lib1168/libro.pdf
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5.2.5 Chart with categories   

Once all the street names were selected, the information was filtered through categories that 

would serve to identify:  

 

- Gender bias        

- Race/cultural background      

- Time period when the person lived       

- Peruvian/foreign origin     

- Role of the commemorated     

- Geographical distribution of the streets/avenues    

 

The detailed information is presented in a chart in Appendix II, and the specific data was 

organized around 17 questions: 

 

1. Nº   Number  

2. M   Male  

3. F   Female 

4. EO   European origin or associated with Western identities, memories 

5. IO   Indigenous/Afro/Asian origin or associated with similar identities 

6. ?   No information available  

7. PC   Pre-Colonial origin (before 16th century) 

8. C   Colonial origin (1535-1821) 

9. XIX   19th-century origin (after 1821) 

10. XX   20th-century origin  

11. F   Foreign   

12. H1   Historic personality 1 (independence leaders and war heroes) 

13. H2    Historic personality 2 (presidents, ministers, congresspeople, mayors,  

  politicians, military people) 

14. S    Social personality (known upper-class, landowners, industrialists,  

  businesspeople) 

15. IAS   Intellectuals, artists, journalists, historians, writers, scientists, priests  

16. CD   Within Central Districts   

17. OC   Outside Central Districts, or periphery  
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5.3 Findings from the second period of analysis: 

In the following paragraphs, I will discuss the results of the quantitative analysis of each of 

the questions posed in the chart. I posit that this measurement yields the clearest picture yet 

of the underlying pattern in the street names of Lima. This allows me to establish more 

precisely the hidden historical trends and the creation of narratives of exclusion, by observing 

patterns of gender, class, cultural and ethnic affiliation, as well as the geographic location in 

the city. As mentioned earlier, this is the first analysis of this kind applied to the streets of 

the city19. 

 

5.3.1 Gender – analysis: 

The first question sought to elucidate who bears the names of streets, according to their 

gender. In the selected sample, it can be seen that male names far outnumber female ones, 

with 94% of the total. This result confirms that of the only previous study carried out on the 

streets of Lima, which focused on this category20, where street names are heavily gender-

biased in favor of men.   

 

Male:  144 94% 

Female:     9   6 

 

 
19 Out of a total of 153 streets and avenues, no data was found in five cases, beyond name, gender and location.   

 Nº  Name   District 
51  Fuente, Guillermo de la Comas 
94  Olguín, Manuel  Surco 
107 Plascencia, Víctor  Surco 
120 Rodríguez de Mazuelos Magdalena 
135 Torres, Gabriel  San Juan de Miraflores 

20 http://www.guiacalles.com/movil/ 
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5.3.2 Ethnic origin/cultural identity – analysis: 

The second question sought to ascertain the ethnic origin and/or cultural identification of the 

people who were memorialized with street names. From this analysis, we can conclude that 

close to 80% of the names of the main avenues of Lima are related to people who have a 

direct European origin or are identified as white. Out of the total, 28 (nearly 20%) represent 

people with Indigenous origins/background (more on this subject in the section referred to 

Geographical Location). No avenues are commemorating the presence of other local 

communities of Asian origin, either Japanese or Chinese, who have been in Peru since the 19th 

century. Peruvians of African ancestry are represented with two avenues21. 

 

European: 122 79,7% 

Indigenous:  28 18,3 

No info:    5   5,2 

Total:            103% (two in both categories) 

 
 
 

5.3.3 Time period – analysis: 

As far as the historic periods are concerned to which the street names refer, the analysis has 

produced the following data. 

 

 
21 These are dedicated to Manuel Castañeda (# 28), a 19th century black soldier, and the other to Maria Elena 

Moyano (# 90), a community leader victim of terrorism in the 1990s in Lima.  
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5.3.3.1 Pre-Hispanic period: Corresponds to the longest period in the cultural 

evolution of the Peruvian territory, covering some 5000 years. This is represented by seven 

avenues, or 4,5% of the total. Three of them are outside the central area, on the periphery. 

 

5.3.3.2 Colonial period: Corresponds to the years 1535 to 1821. This is represented by 

18 out of the 153 avenues being analyzed, or 12% of the total. Eight are related to indigenous 

identities22, and ten are European colonial personalities. 

 

5.3.3.3 19th century: Starts with Independence from Spain, in 1821. This period also 

includes the War of the Pacific (1879-1884). With 72 personalities in this field, or 47% of the 

total, it features 20 heroes of Independence23 and 25 heroes of the War of the Pacific24. The 

others (26), are presidents and personalities in different fields. 

 

5.3.3.4 20th century: During this period the results show a slightly lower number of 

streets named after people than in the previous one. In this category, 61 personalities 

account for 40% of the total. The largest group is that of industrialists, landowners and 

businessmen, with 18 entries, or 29,5% of the total25. However, this is also a period when the 

range of opportunities seems to begin to open up and street names that recall less traditional 

characters appear. Thus, the following are included: left-wing politicians and community 

leaders, nine in total, or 14,7%26. The next group belongs to Presidents, five of them. The rest 

refers to people linked to a combination of activities, like science, politics, writing. In 

general, many seem to be courtesy nominations, since very little in the available information 

gives further indication of their contribution to the nation. 

 

Pre-colonial:  7 4,5% 

Colonial: 18 11,7 

19th century: 72 47 

20th century: 61 39,8 

Total:         103% (includes some across two centuries) 

 
22 Nºs 10, 13, 27, 34, 35, 57, 113, 137. 
23 Nºs 6, 9, 21, 44, 58, 75, 79, 92, 93, 95, 101, 113, 114, 124, 125, 126, 127, 128, 131, 148. 
24 Nºs 5,22,23,25,28,30,40,43,46,48,50,60,61,65,67,70,86,102,103,104,118,133,138,144,150. 
25 Nºs 1, 11, 16, 18, 19, 24, 32, 45, 47, 54, 55, 73, 81, 82, 91, 142, 147, 151. 
26 Nºs 69, 76, 80, 90, 108, 109, 112, 145, 153. 
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5.3.4 Foreign personalities – analysis: 

With regard to foreign personalities honored with street names, there are 18 avenues, or 12% 

of the total, corresponding to those who contributed to the nation. Of those, seven are 

related to the independence war, all army officers from Argentina, Bolivia, Uruguay and 

Venezuela. Two are related to the War of the Pacific, from France and Venezuela. The others 

include Spanish Conquistador Francisco Pizarro and Spanish Queen Isabella I of Castile; Henry 

Meiggs, the American businessman who was in charge of demolishing the colonial walls in the 

19th century; Mr. Rodrigo, a Spanish citizen who founded the first republican school in 1840; 

and US President Franklin D Roosevelt. 

 

Total:  18 11,7% 

 

5.3.5 Commemorative role – analysis: 

A further category that I investigated is the one that reveals the role played by these 

characters in the historical fabric of the city and the country. To facilitate the analysis, I 

divided them into specific categories. This allows me an approximation of their historical 

merit. 

 

5.3.5.1 H1: This category refers to historic personalities in their roles as 

independence leaders or war heroes alone. Of the total 52 names have been identified as 

such, with 34% of the total. This includes 24 independence leaders and 27 heroes from the 

War of the Pacific. 
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5.3.5.2 H2: This category refers to historic personalities in their roles as presidents of 

the nation, ministers, congresspeople, mayors, politicians and military officers. A total of 43 

names, representing 28% of the total.   

 

5.3.5.3 IAS: This category includes intellectuals, artists, journalists, historians, 

writers, scientists and priests. With a total of 32 names, it makes up for just over 20% of the 

total. Here, people from the 19th century continue to be the most representative (15), 

followed by people from the 20th century (11).  The colonial period is also present, with 6 

names, mainly religious people (not saints), and one commemorating the first mixed-race 

writer in the Americas, Garcilaso de la Vega (16th century).  As for other activities, the larger 

group are writers (8), followed by scientists (7) and the rest in the fields of law, education 

and history. 

 

5.3.5.4 S: This ‘Social’ category includes personalities who were known to belong to 

the upper-classes, landowners, industrialists, or businesspeople, based on the information 

available online.  With a total of 64 names, it makes up for 41,8% of all people being 

commemorated in the main avenues of Lima, the largest in all categories in this section. 

However, this one cuts across all the other categories, and the same people may have been 

included in the previous ones. 35 names correspond mostly to landowners, aristocrats or 

industrialists, some of whom became local mayors, government ministers or entered politics 

at some point in their lives. They all seem to have no other merit than a social or economic 

position to have deserved the name of an avenue.  

 

H1:  52 33,9% 

H2:  43 28 

IAS:  32 20,9  

S:  64 41,8 

Total:            124% (includes double categories) 
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5.3.6 Geographical distribution – analysis: 

The street names also show a geographical distribution, depending on whether the streets run 

through the central districts of the city (CD) or outside the central districts, through the 

periphery, (OC).  Very often, the case where avenues run across both sections was found. In 

the first group, 94 out of 153 of the main avenues, or 61,4% of the total, go through the 

central area (CD). The most defining element in this group is that 86 avenues are devoted to 

people with European/Western backgrounds (91%) and 8 to people of indigenous 

origin/background (9%). Conversely, in the second group (OC), with 70 main avenues (45,7%), 

we find most of the names associated with indigenous origin/background: 21 (30%). It is in 

these peripheral areas where most migrants of indigenous background settled in the last 50 

years. Still, in this second group, those with European backgrounds continue to represent the 

majority: 49 (70%). 

 

CD:  94 61,4% 

OC:  70 45,7 

Total:            107% (incl. avenues across both categories) 
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Apart from the above data, two additional elements emerged from this analysis that captured 

my attention. These are issues that I believe require further research in the future, for now, I 

would like to point them out here. One of them has to do with how the city has 

commemorated, with names of important streets and avenues, individuals who at the time 

were prominent representatives of scientific racism in the country. And the second, in an 

opposite process, is how the city has treated the memory of those fathers and mothers of the 

nation who were of indigenous origin. I treat each of them separately. 

 

5.3.6.1 Commemorating Racism 

Out of the 153 avenues analyzed there are at least four related to prominent individuals 

whose views against indigenous Peruvians were widely expressed and published in the past. 

However, the traditional biographies of all four tend to obscure or downplay this aspect of 

their background:  

- 37 Mariano Cornejo (1873-1942). Lawyer, historian, minister, first chair of Sociology 

at San Marcos University.  

- 74 Sebastian Lorente (1813-1884). Spanish educator, philosopher. 

- 111 Javier Prado (1871-1921). Politician, philosopher, dean of San Marcos University 

and member of one of the most powerful families in the country.  

- 117 José de la Riva Agüero (1885-1944). Writer, politician, aristocrat and ultra-

conservative, founder of the Peruvian Fascist party. 
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5.3.6.2 Forgetting indigenous leaders of the Independence  

From 1750 to 1821, most rebellions against the colonial power were led by indigenous people, 

and many were executed by the Spanish authorities. Currently, the main streets of Lima that 

remember independence are 24. Of this total, six are related to indigenous leaders. However, 

the overwhelming majority of those who gave their lives for the nation have not received 

adequate recognition (Sen 2014, Bautista 2019)27. As a case in point, in the last few years 

there have been proposals in Congress to include all the descendants of rebel leader Tupac 

Amaru II, who were either executed or forced into exile, in the list of heroes of 

independence28. But no decision has been taken so far. 

 

5.4 Conclusions to Chapter 5 

This analysis began with the first change in nomenclature, which took place in 1861. At that 

time, the old colonial names were replaced by a reference to the geography of the rest of the 

country: the names of regions, departments and rivers. From one point of view, it can be 

argued that this represented an effort in trying to build a sense of nationhood. However, by 

using the same reasoning, they could have referred to the names of the leaders of 

independence, including those indigenous people who died for it. It is impossible to say what 

 
27 27 In the following list, we find the most prominent among them. With an asterisk those who are already 

remembered with street names. 
Juan Santos Atahualpa   1710-1756 
Tupac Amaru II   1738-1781 (executed) * 
Micaela Bastidas   1744-1781  (executed) * 
Tomasa Tito Condemayta  1729-1781  (executed) 
Pedro Vilca Apaza  1741-1782  (executed) 
Diego Cristóbal Tupac Amaru 1750-1783  (executed) 
Mariano Condorcanqui  1762-1784              * 
Andrés Tupac Amaru  1763-1786 
Ventura Ccalamaqui  …     -1814  (killed in action) 
Mateo G Pumacahua  1740-1815  (executed) * 
José, Vicente and M. Angulo …     -1815  (executed)  
María Parado de Bellido  1777-1822  (executed)    
Basilio Auqui   1750-1822  (executed) 
Alejo y Baltazar Auqui  …    -1822  (executed) 
Pedro Guaitalla   …    -1822  (executed) 
Pedro Yauta   …    -1822  (executed) 
José Olaya   1789-1823  (executed) 
Emeteria Ríos de Palomo  …    -1823  (executed) 
Justo Sahuaraura Inca  1770-… 
Ignacio Quispe Ninavilca   1785-1861 

28 Project: 

https://www.leyes.congreso.gob.pe/Documentos/2016_2021/Proyectos_de_Ley_y_de_Resoluciones_Legislativas/P

L0433920190516.pdf 

 

https://www.leyes.congreso.gob.pe/Documentos/2016_2021/Proyectos_de_Ley_y_de_Resoluciones_Legislativas/PL0433920190516.pdf
https://www.leyes.congreso.gob.pe/Documentos/2016_2021/Proyectos_de_Ley_y_de_Resoluciones_Legislativas/PL0433920190516.pdf
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were the real motives for this change. What is evident to me, is the consistent way in which 

the authorities at the time carefully selected memories and identities that seemed to fit best 

the image of a country that was not inclusive. 

 In Peru, it is no secret that most of the names of the main streets and avenues 

represent the white Creole elite, who controlled the country for a good part of the two 

centuries after independence. However, the quantitative analysis applied for the second part 

of this chapter manages to obtain, for the first time, a more accurate picture of who was 

honored with street names in the Peruvian capital. And it offers an approximation of the 

reasons why they may have deserved that honor. Among the main results that came to light is 

the fact that 80% of the streets are linked to white, upper-class groups, and if we take into 

account that historically the percentage of the white population in Peru has fluctuated 

between 5 and 7%, then, a profound inequality in the representation of the country comes to 

light. Furthermore, nearly 50% of the people commemorated lived in the 19th century. This 

was the era marked by the two most defining events: Independence and the war with Chile. 

But it is also the time of the largest waves of European migration. It was the descendants of 

this early wave of migrations who largely became the faces of the country's new heroes and 

leaders. Until now, several of the existing studies on European migration in Peru have been 

carried out from the perspective of their contribution to the construction of the country. 

Without detracting from these merits, it may be necessary to investigate the subject from a 

critical point of view. It may prove to be useful to evaluate to what extent this fitted in with 

the proposals of scientific racism and how it contributed to deepening the narratives of 

separation and exclusion with mestizo and indigenous Peru. Regarding the roles played by the 

people commemorated, 42% come from the upper classes. It is possible that because of their 

social status, they had better access to positions of power, occupying positions in the 

presidency of the country, or as ministers, congressmen, or mayors.  

As a general comment regarding the method used, I conclude that the proposal of the 

Bancilhon team allowed me to reveal historical patterns hidden behind the selected 

nomenclature in Lima. To this must be added the relevance of Nas' proposal, on the value of 

urban symbols.  For him, street names, as one of those symbols, are carriers of meaning. But 

also, as seen in Chapter 2, they can become agents in the social cohesion of a social system or 

reveal dynamics of exclusion, as we have observed here. In the last few years some re-

namings have been carried out (Wilson Ave. for Inca Garcilaso de la Vega; Pershing Ave. for 

Faustino Sánchez Carrion Ave.), but this does not change the larger panorama. The numbers 
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show a significant level of exclusion of citizens of indigenous and mixed-race origin and other 

groups. What seems clear is that something as seemingly innocuous as the naming of avenues, 

in the case of Lima, became a battlefield of memories and identities, ending up looking more 

like an imposition of whom to remember.  

 

*** 
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Chapter 6:  MONUMENTS 

 

January 18 1935 marked a historic moment in Lima. On that day, the capital of Peru 

celebrated 400 years of its Spanish foundation by conquistador, Francisco Pizarro. After more 

than a century, following independence in 1821, the city and its authorities seemed ready to 

welcome him again.  The monument was inaugurated on a place of most significance: the 

atrium of the cathedral, on the main square. The imposing bronze sculpture, 5m high, resting 

on a plinth of an additional 5m, showed him in 16th-century military uniform, brandishing a 

spear and seemingly ready to conquer the land once more.  Almost from that day, the 

monument became the most contested and divisive in Lima.  Aware of these tensions, some 

20 years later the authorities moved it to a corner off the square, but also on a prominent 

location. And on one night in 2003, at dawn and in secret, under the orders from the mayor, 

it was moved to a park behind the government palace, where it remains to this day, without 

glory and without a plinth (Fig.18 and 19).  Although the debates over his location have 

subsided to a certain extent, it is on social media where the battles are reignited every time 

the subject is mentioned. Opinions, as can be expected, can be broadly grouped in two: those 

who see the Spanish conquistador as the one who brought civilization, religion and language 

to that part of the world, for which his memory ought to be honored and preserved.  And the 

other, who considers him the man who destroyed the Inca civilization, who imposed a 

different culture and a complex sense of identity. Above all, they claim, he symbolizes one of 

the evils still present in the country: racism. Thus, they demand, the sculpture should be 

destroyed or, at best, kept in oblivion in the park where it currently stands. It seems nothing 

can satisfy either side. Predictably, this monument is representative of unresolved tensions 

surrounding the issues of identity and memory. 

Monuments also belong to the category of urban symbols according to Nas (2011), and 

as seen before (Chapter 2), they are carriers of meaning, and can often reveal hidden urban 

dynamics. In this chapter, I will discuss how the monuments inaugurated in Lima between 

1845 and 1945 contributed to the construction of spatial narratives of exclusion. However, 

the subject of monuments in Lima has been studied in considerable detail in recent decades 

and from different viewpoints. Thus, instead of focusing on the narrative around the 

monuments themselves, I shall discuss the ideological structures that gave life to them, from 

the perspective of the process of nation-building. And I will do so from a critical standpoint. 

For this, I analyze four publications by respected Peruvian scholars, experts in public art and 
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urban issues29. I divide it into two moments. The first one, corresponds to the 19th century, 

the time of the creation of the new republic. For this, I work with the text "Sculpture and 

Public Space, Lima 1850-1879", by Natalia Majluf (1994), and "Reiventing the City of Kings: 

Postcolonial modernizations of Lima, 1845-1930", by Juan Carlos Callirgos (2007). The second 

moment corresponds to the first decades of the 20th century, a period I call of the new 

national identity. In this case, I review the work "The Neo-Peruvian, archaeology, national 

style and urban landscape in Lima, 1910-1940", by Gabriel Ramón (2014), and the fourth text 

is "Leguía, the Centennial and its monuments, Lima: 1919-1930", by Johanna Hamann (2015). 

To finish, I offer a list of the 33 monuments inaugurated during this century. 

Fig.18 Statue of Francisco Pizarro in 1935. Photo: Lima La Única.  
 

 

  

 
29 All the texts, with the exception of “Reiventing the city of Kings…” were written in Spanish. The translation is 

responsibility of the author. 
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Fig.19 Statue of Francisco Pizarro, current location. Photo: J. Lizarzaburu. 

 

6.1 "Sculpture and Public Space, Lima 1850-1879".  

In 1994, Natalia Majluf - an art historian and until a few years ago the director of one of the 

city's main museums, MALI - published a seminal essay on monuments and public space in 

Lima. It soon became a relevant text in the analysis of the ideologies and the narratives that 

gave life to the monuments of that period. She sought to go beyond the artistic analysis of the 

pieces to understand the impact caused by certain ideas and representations. From the points 

she explored, I focus on three of them. One has to do with identifying the elites as a group in 

need of political legitimacy; another is how this objective was articulated through the 

concept of urban progress and modernity; and how, in this scenario, it was not conceivable to 

erect any monument that recalled the Incas or anything they represented.  

Regarding the first point, she placed her analysis at a time when the Creole elites 

were immersed in a process of state formation and, above all, at a time when they needed to 

legitimize their power. They were charged by the new republic to make a difference and to 

do away with the symbols of the old colonial power. For this reason, she argued, they sought 

to create their own tradition after independence, enabling them to forge a new ‘national 

memory’ (p.10).  In Majluf's opinion, their strategy to make their power visible centered on 

two elements. One, was a new way of organizing public space, more in line with what was 

happening in Europe (the control of public space as a function of the state). And second, on a 
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new type of urban landscape, where monuments would be installed. From this point of view, 

monuments would not only have a function of ornament and memory. They would also serve 

to represent the new country and legitimize the new political order (p.37). 

From this follows the second point she problematizes: the notions of progress and 

modernity linked to the urban landscape. This allowed the authorities to frame public space 

and monuments as a space of interaction and legitimization between civil society and 

political power. In the national imagination, traumatized by decades of instability, renovated 

squares could be, in turn, symbols of stability, order, and progress, she notes (p.24).  The 

public space defined by the state also became the sphere of civilian power. This was 

something new in a city where the church had traditionally dominated the spaces where 

people met. The very material of the new monuments, bronze and marble, became not only a 

novelty but a symbol of modernity. Until then, the only references to sculpture had been the 

wooden church effigies, mainly of saints and virgins, many of which were paraded through the 

streets of the city during religious festivals. But, as she warned, the new concept of public 

space was rather an imposition of a cultural model because on the margins of this elite that 

was building a state, there was a multi-ethnic and agrarian country that was largely ignored 

and denied (p.17). 

The third point in her analysis has to do with the fact that these elites would have 

never considered erecting a monument to commemorate the Incas. According to Majluf, this 

would have undermined their authority, therefore the first monuments to be inaugurated in 

Lima were devoted to two foreign figures: the Venezuelan liberator, Simón Bolívar (Fig.21), 

and Christopher Columbus (Fig.22). Neither of them was considered a threat and allowed the 

elites to move forward with their plans of urban landscaping in the city. Although she does 

not mention racism directly, she does point out that the new nation had been born on the 

denial of its indigenous past, and this new nation was not willing to give visibility to the 

indigenous. In her opinion, public monuments could shape collective memory (p.38). She 

concludes by acknowledging some of the wrongs of the 19th-century Latin American 

bourgeoisies, often criticized for their ‘exclusionary nationalism’ (p.38). Concurrently, she 

believes that people who study that period should go beyond what she considers easy critical 

labeling. She argues that those critics should try to understand the moment since the leaders 

in question sought to get rid of the colonial heritage and did so. She challenges others to say 

what would have been a more authentic option for dealing with the changes that were taking 

place (p.38). 
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 In relation to the above, I believe it is possible to take Majluf's final analysis to the 

next stage. While she acknowledged that this was a crucial moment in the formation of the 

state, nationhood and memory of the country, her analysis does not elaborate on that 

context, in what it meant for the creation of citizenship. And while she refers to the ethnic 

tensions, she does not do so to the point of criticizing the Creole elites. She concedes that 

some decisions were wrong but believes there was no alternative. When she wonders what 

better option could have been considered, assuming perhaps that in her opinion there were 

no other options, it would suffice to say that those elites chose not to look to the rest of the 

country. It would be difficult to say that they were not aware of what was happening in the 

territory or that there was no way of knowing. The voices demanding a more integrated, 

inclusive country were there throughout the century.  

 

6.2 “Reiventing the City of Kings: Postcolonial modernizations of Lima, 1845-1930”30 

The second text I analyze is that of the anthropologist and historian, Juan Carlos Callirgos, 

published in 2007 - originally his doctoral dissertation. Out of this work, I focus on his 

contributions to the 19th century, which offers a detailed explanation of the processes 

surrounding that time. He also contextualizes the selection processes behind the three 

monuments that were inaugurated in Lima during that time. Throughout his text, Callirgos 

explores some of the notions first discussed by Majluf, on the formation of the Peruvian state 

and modernity, and he places them within a broader urban, historical and political landscape. 

Three ideas that I highlight for the purposes of my work are his understanding of the city as a 

symbol; the significance of Lima's first three monuments in the 19th century; and his 

assessment of the political leaders of the time. 

 With regard to the first point, it is clear that the notions of civilization, progress and 

modernity inspired by Europe were the raison d'être of the Latin American elites during the 

19th century; therefore, the physical reform of the city was considered essential (p.38). The 

author explains that, in the case of Peru, the new city had to symbolize the new nation. 

Architecture and urban planning were “instrumental in shaping the nation they imagined” 

(p.23), and served to consolidate the new regime, as Majluf also points out. In this landscape, 

monuments fulfilled a spatial transformative role, they served to create a visual break with 

the colonial past while becoming new altars of veneration (p.24). Thus, symbolizing a power 

 
30 “La Tres Veces Coronada Ciudad de los Reyes”, was the official name under which Lima was founded in 1535. 

Since it happened in January, it was deemed to be a reference to the Three Wise Men from the Bible. 
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that moved from the realm of the church to the realm of the citizen. That is why, according 

to Callirgos, monuments were so important; in addition to being a representation of power, 

order and modernity, they had to become the new face of the nation (p.25). 

 The second aspect that I would like to highlight is how the author linked the first three 

monuments installed in Lima with the issues of nation and modernity. The first was the 

equestrian statue of Simón Bolívar, inaugurated in 1859. The Venezuelan military man is also 

known as the Liberator of America and, as such, played a key role in Peru's independence. 

Like the two other monuments of this period, it was commissioned and completed in Europe - 

being independence the first narrative to be materialized, “no effort was spared to make it 

grandiose” (p.40). The second monument, to Christopher Columbus, was inaugurated a year 

later, in 1860. By not being Columbus Spanish but European, he believes that it granted the 

elites the possibility to project themselves as a group with a more universal outlook (p.40). 

This also allowed them, he posits, to follow an international narrative that framed Columbus 

as the bearer of civilization to the American continent. Like most representations of 

indigenous people at the time, this monument portrays a native woman kneeling at his feet. 

Ultimately, the efforts to monumentalize the face of the new nation came at a cost, and the 

projects were considered excessively expensive. Criticism even inside the Peruvian Congress 

was constant, and Lima was accused of putting the interests of the capital above the needs of 

the country. Callirgos’ research shows that out of a total budget of 664.045 pesos for public 

works for the whole country, in the period 1858-1860, 88% was spent in Lima (p.77). 

 The third and last monument of the 19th century was that of Dos de Mayo. The date 

(Second of May) remembers the last war with Spain, in 1866. Considered by many to be the 

grandest and most graceful in the city, it was inaugurated in 1874, after being shipped from 

Paris. For the author, beyond the magnificence of the memorial, what the Dos de Mayo 

represented was a “modern Peruvianness” (p.94) and a symbol of a civilized country (p.104). 

However, this allure took a somehow different dimension a few years later, after the defeat 

of the War of the Pacific (1879-1884). It is then when the first, “unquestionably 'Peruvian"31 

heroes and martyrs emerged (p.49). And it is then that they began to populate the new 

imaginary of the nation, in its new monuments, squares, street names and other urban 

symbols. 

 
31 Although he does not say so explicitly, the author seems to allude ironically to the fact that those heroes were 

mostly white. And at the time, this was possibly considered convenient to represent the face of the nation. 
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 The third point I wanted to refer to regarding Callirgos' work, has to do with his 

perception of the role of the elites during the second half of the 19th century, as was briefly 

mentioned in Chapter 3. He concedes that much of the transformation of the city to which 

the elites devoted their energies for decades did not achieve the expected results. The 

monuments, he posits, were not understood in their magnitude as altars to the new 

homeland, and soon after they had to be fenced off to avoid being vandalized. Moreover, the 

elites did not succeed in “installing a hegemonic culture” (p.46). He claims that this 

happened because they did not succeed in establishing a dialogue with the citizens of Lima, 

much less with a predominantly indigenous country. In defense of that period, the author 

argues that the changes were not cosmetic but aimed “to create a sense of national 

community” (p.104). Furthermore, he questions the narratives that have tended to eclipse 

this contribution. In his opinion, a tradition of Marxist analysis has traditionally overshadowed 

the role played by the elites, consistently being described as conservative groups that only 

exercised power to maintain the privileges they had enjoyed during the colonial period. 

Callirgos argues instead that “Considering nineteenth-century or early twentieth century 

elites as essentially conservative requires an immense oblivion or, rather, denial, of the 

processes of modernization and nation making discussed in this study” (p.319). That is, he 

believes that contrary to what their critics maintain, these elites did not defend the status 

quo but rather sought to open a new path for themselves. 

In my opinion, it is possible to follow Callirgos' reasoning while he strongly makes his 

case. However, I believe some inconsistencies can be found in his views. The first one, that 

he criticizes left-wing historians as having created narratives that do not consider the 

modernization efforts in Lima. I would argue that both do not oppose. It is true that the 

people in charge of the country did modernize Lima and broke ties with Spain. They did try to 

create what they thought was a civilized and graceful place. But they did so for themselves 

and for those like themselves who were, in the end, a very limited and exclusive group of 

citizens. From this perspective, monuments represented the face of their nation, it was the 

symbol of their country, and not much more. It is not that there were no opposing voices. It 

seems the elites were very well aware of the identity conflicts of the nation, past and 

present, but decided to follow a different path. I would say these contradictions should be 

made more explicit when in the future we analyze this period.  
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6.3 "The Neo-Peruvian, archaeology, national style and urban landscape in Lima, 1910-

1940" 

The following two texts focus on the most prolific period in the production of monuments in 

Lima. This span covers the first three decades of the 20th century, which corresponds to the 

celebrations of the first centenary of independence. I start with the book written by 

archaeologist and historian, Gabriel Ramón (2014), which explores the representative and 

symbolic value earned by the pre-colonial indigenous cultures of Peru in the early 20th 

century. The relevance of this work lies in the fact that such concepts as ‘nation’ and 

‘Peruvianness’, which were being forged since the 19th century, return with intensity to the 

center of the national debate; this was partly stimulated by the start of Peruvian archaeology 

(p.19). In essence, according to the author, Neoperuano, or Neo-Peruvian, as it was used in 

those early years, was a form of indigenism promoted and manipulated from the spheres of 

power.  It was originally associated with the exploration of historical roots that were 

supposed to represent 'the national', as was the case with the style proposed by the Spanish 

architect, Manuel Piqueras (see Chapter 4), trying to find a synthesis between the Spanish and 

the indigenous. This trend later expanded to almost all areas of the creative sectors, 

including sculpture, literature, dance, painting, among others. 

Ramon argues that while professional archaeology offered new information related to 

the, until then, unknown pre-Hispanic cultures besides the Incas, the discoveries began to 

populate the national imaginary with surprising visual representations. In this way, 

archaeology became a powerful symbolic source for nationalist constructions (p.22). A key 

aspect to understanding this movement is that it gained popularity during the government of 

President Augusto Leguía (1919-1930), who was the first to promote indigenous culture. 

However, his was a government with clear contradictions, and his double discourse meant 

there was no real benefit for those groups.  

Within this frame of reference, and in relation to monuments, Ramón points out three 

cases in which the indigenous imaginary worked at the level of the discourse only but not in 

practice. The first two examples he only mentions in passing but they are of relevance here. 

One of them occurred as early as 1868, when a successful and wealthy indigenous citizen 

asked the Peruvian Congress to build a monument to the Inca emperor Huayna Capac. His 

request was made a few years after the inauguration of the first two monuments in the city, 

that of Simon Bolivar (1859) and Christopher Columbus (1860). He began a campaign in the 

newspapers arguing that the Inca leader had as many qualities as the other two characters to 
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deserve a monument (p.29). However, public space was by then within the sphere of 

influence of criollo leaders. From that perspective, as Majluf also posits, there was no way 

the image of an Inca would take up any space, and his proposal was rejected. The second 

example occurred in 1921, during the centennial of independence. The mayor of the Rimac 

district, adjacent to the city center, suggested erecting two monuments, to the first and the 

last of the Inca emperors, on two hills neighboring the city (p.30). Despite this being a time of 

fascination with the neo-Peruvian this project did not prosper either. According to Ramón, to 

accept any plan incorporating indigenous people would not only have meant representing the 

indigenous race for the first time, but they would have had to do it in bronze or marble, so 

associated with white imaginary32 (p.81). This changed when the authorities had no choice 

but to accept the statue to Manco Capac, as we see next. 

On the occasion of the centennial celebrations, various foreign communities offered a 

series of gifts to the country. The Japanese colony decided to dedicate a monument to the 

first Inca emperor, on the assumption that this gift would be a source of pride to Peruvians. 

As we saw at the beginning of this thesis, such a proposal caused considerable resistance 

within the government. In fact, erecting a monument to any indigenous person of the past 

was not part of any of the celebratory plans. Eventually, and despite several delays, the 

monument was inaugurated in 1926, not on the more central location the Japanese had 

suggested, but on the edge of the city center (p.78). A few years later, it was moved to the 

new working-class district of La Victoria, where it remains today (Fig.23).  Beyond the fact 

that this was the only indigenous monument in the Peruvian capital erected before 194533, 

the author pays attention to the debate that took place in those years around this tribute. 

Some argued that since Lima had been founded by Spaniards, there was no reason to have any 

indigenous image in its midst. Others pointed out that, despite their achievements, pre-

colonial cultures had their place in museums. At the other end of the debate, Ramon quotes 

Dora Mayer, journalist and indigenous rights activist, warning that ‘If a monument to Manco 

Capac does not fit in Lima, then this city is not the capital of Peru’ (EC, 7 October 1925, as 

cited by the author, p. 85). 

 
32 This attitude was only overcome in 1985, when an indigenous hero, Jose Olaya, finally received a monument in 

the historic center of Lima. 
33 As shown in chapter 4, Mexico had inaugurated its first monument to an indigenous leader in 1887. 
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To conclude, Ramón makes a detailed analysis of the time and of the ideological structures 

that explain the actions and decisions that were taken. One of his main contributions in the 

publication of this book is to have incorporated the pre-Hispanic element at the center of the 

debate during that period. He takes the indigenous content in its ideological and imaginary 

dimension and tries to show the popular appeal it had among the people, while in contrast 

the elites had long tried to separate anything indigenous from their notion of the republic. 

While he frames the issue of racial tensions and divisions as a central argument, I argue that 

more could have been done to analyze the consequences of such decisions in the formation of 

an exclusionary city. The next text is also different from most scholarly work in its 

commitment to address the relevance of the pre-colonial legacy of Lima. 

 

6.4 "Leguía, the Centennial and its monuments, Lima: 1919-1930" 

The last part of this chapter is dedicated to the book by sculptor and scholar Johana Hamann, 

published by the Catholic University of Peru in 2015. It uses as a base text the doctoral 

dissertation she sustained at the University of Barcelona. The period Hamann chose for her 

research corresponds to the moment when, as never before, the largest number of 

monuments were inaugurated within a short time span in the city. Lima had begun the 20th 

century with great enthusiasm for the independence celebrations and its leaders had 

embarked on a series of projects to beautify it. As seen in previous chapters, the stage was 

always Lima. A singularity in Hamann's approach is that, unlike most scholars dealing with 

public art, she strives to anchor the themes of the 20th century in Lima's pre-Hispanic past. 

For her, there is an indivisible bond that must be made visible. This serves her to compare to 

what extent those indigenous references were, or were not, incorporated into the definition 

of nation proposed with the new generation of monuments – those arising from the 

celebrations for the centennial of independence. This novel look within the historiographic 

tradition of Lima helps me to focus on two aspects: the problematization that she offers on 

her research approach and, secondly, the conclusions of her work.  Her book also includes 

detailed analyses of each of the 23 monuments of that period. 

About the problematization of the subject under investigation, Hamann points out that 

her first intention had been to analyze the artistic value and the ‘aesthetic conscience’ (p.19) 

of the monuments erected in the period 1919-1930. The scope of her research then 

broadened, when she decided that she could not analyze these monuments separate from the 

political moment in which they arose. That is, the philosophy of the New Homeland (Patria 
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Nueva) imposed by President Augusto Leguía and the processes of transformation and 

modernization to which he had subjected the city. For her, it was a matter of understanding 

the monuments in the light of the ideological aesthetics of the neo-Peruvian, as seen in the 

previous text by Ramón. The New Homeland program, as seen in Chapter 3, was part of the 

ideological proposal of the populist president. Its main hallmark, more symbolic than real, 

was to put an end to the influence of the white Creole aristocracy and to create a discourse 

of vindication of the indigenous.  As part of this philosophy, the neo-Peruvian style emerged 

first in architecture and later expanded to other creative areas, where the incorporation of 

pre-Hispanic iconography was sought as a symbol of this vindication.  

However, as she points out, the neo-Peruvian did not lead to deeper changes, since 

much of the aesthetic models continued to be European. By using these foreign patterns, 

represented not only in a type of aesthetics but also in the selection of materials, layout, 

dimensions and iconography, she argues that the pieces ended up being disconnected from 

the historical and cultural environment of Peru. The only pre-Hispanic references she found 

appear in two of the monuments, that of independence leader, Jose Antonio de Sucre and 

Inca Manco Capac. In both, the slightly trapezoidal stone pedestals are reminiscent of the 

imperial Inca style and reveal ‘an intention of monumentality’ (p.436), reflecting the 

imposing Inca architecture. But apart from these plinths and some pre-Hispanic iconography 

in two other monuments (the Chinese Fountain and the monument to Mateo Paz Soldán), it 

cannot be affirmed, she argues, that a strong indigenous tradition in art and architecture was 

able to penetrate canons that were established as Western. For her, this period ultimately 

represents the manipulation of the idea of indigenous Peru and states that what she found 

was a lack of real identification with the national symbols, with the landscape and with the 

cultural heritage. In her view, the pre-Hispanic iconographic elements, used sparingly in the 

monuments, did not claim or put in value the ancient cultures of Peru (p.21).  She concludes 

that although all the monuments analyzed in this period do not respond to any nationalist 

claim, and do not conform with the values of national identity, their artistic quality and the 

need to protect them as a significant heritage of the nation cannot be denied. 

In short, I found Hamann's approach fresh and stimulating. It offers a view that is 

different from most scholars when addressing similar issues. She consistently makes the point 

that starting with the colonial period it was all about a spatial imposition on a cultural 

landscape that had been occupied and transformed over time. However, her critical view 
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does not cover the characters who were commemorated in the monuments. Had she 

investigated further, it would have possibly made her critical viewpoint stronger. 

 

6.5 Conclusions to Chapter 6 

This final case study reveals the ideological context in which monumental sculpture arose in 

Lima during the period 1845-1945, when 33 monuments were inaugurated. In honor of 

tradition, the persons thus commemorated were people to whom the nation was expected to 

pay homage for eternity. However, almost all were white, upper-class citizens, including 

some associated with racist positions in the 19th century, such as Sebastián Lorente, 

Bartolomé Herrera and Mateo Paz Soldán. On a lateral point, as mentioned before, there 

seems to exist a view shared by many scholars in this field that avoids referring directly to the 

ethnic tensions that have affected the country since its origin. The centrality of it seems to 

me a key aspect in the type of monumental representation that occurred in the capital. It 

also helps to understand the decisions that led to the creation of a symbolic space of 

exclusion. 

 I argue that these decisions represent the gaze of elites who did not pay much 

attention to the country as a whole. At the same time, it is difficult to say whether these 

exclusionary decisions were made intentionally. However, circumstantial evidence, as shown 

in previous pages, seems to suggest that they were, leading me to conclude that this period 

represents a visual memory of exclusion. Having said that, after 1945, and in periods 

associated with leftist governments, whether in the central government or in the 

administration of the city, busts, sculptures and monuments of indigenous and mestizo 

personalities began to populate the streets and squares of the city. To conclude, in 2018, the 

Ministry of Culture published a list of 93 monuments, from different periods and in different 

parts of the city, that had been granted Cultural Heritage of the Nation status. Out of the 

total, three did not manage to make it, that of Manco Capac being one of them. According to 

ministry sources, however, it will be included in the next round34 - no planned date yet. 

 

  

 
34 The Director of Management, Registration and Cataloging of Cultural Property, of the Ministry of Culture of Peru, 

personal communication with the author, 28 September 2021. 
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6.6 List of monuments: 1859-1946 

The following list includes the 33 monuments35 that were inaugurated in Lima between the 

years 1859 to 1946. Marked with an ‘x’ are those that were declared National Cultural 

Heritage (NCH) by the Ministry of Culture of Peru in 201836. Marked with ‘p’ are the three 

monuments waiting for declaration. Additionally, for reference, also included are 23 

ornamental sculptures from the same period, also classified as NCH.   

  

 
35 Commemorative monuments, sculptures and statues of historic nature, including gifts from foreign powers for 

the centennial celebrations (1921-1924). 
36 https://www.gob.pe/institucion/cultura/normas-legales/203967-053-2018-vmpcic-mc 

https://www.gob.pe/institucion/cultura/normas-legales/203967-053-2018-vmpcic-mc
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Fig.20 List of monuments. Source: Author. Based on Ministry of Culture information from 2018. 

 

 

 

Monument     Year  Location   NCH 
 
XIX Century 
1 Simón Bolívar – equestrian -  1859  Plaza Bolívar   x 
2 Christopher Columbus   1860  Paseo Colón   x 
3 Dos de Mayo Battle    1874  Plaza Dos de Mayo  x 
 
XX Century - Centennial celebrations + Leguía 
4 Francisco Bolognesi    1905  Plaza Bolognesi  x 
5 Gral. Sn Martín -1st monument -  1906  - moved -    -- 
6 Antonio Raimondi    1910  Plaza Italia   x 
7 President M. Candamo    1912  - destroyed -   -- 
8 President R. Castilla    1915  Plazoleta La Merced  x 
9 President R. Castilla – equestrian -  1915  Plaza Ramón Castilla  x 
10 Gral. San Martín – equestrian -  1921  Plaza San Martín  x 
11 Bartolomé Herrera    1922  Parque Universitario  x 
12 El Estibador    1922  Plaza Bélgica   x 
13 George Washington   1922  Plaza Washington  p 
14 Juana Alarco de Dammert   1922  Parque J. Alarco Dammert x 
15 Mariano Melgar    1923  Plaza Bélgica    x 
16 Sebastián Lorente    1924  Parque Universitario  x 
17 Antonio José Sucre – equestrian -  1924  Parque de la Reserva  p 
18 Admiral Du Petit Thouars   1924  Parque Cervantes  x 
19 Inca Manco Cápac    1926  Parque M. Cápac – L.V. p 
20 Liberty     1926  Plaza Francia   x 
21 Ramón Espinoza      1926  Plaza de las Mercedarias x 
22 President M. Candamo – 2º monument - 1926  Parque J. Alarco Dammert x 
23 Mateo Paz Soldán    1930  Parque de la Exposición  x 
 
XX Century – Post Leguía years 
24 Hipólito Unanue    1931  Parque Universitario  x 
25 Domingo F. Sarmiento   1931  Av. Arenales   x 
26 Miguel de Cervantes     1932  Av. 28 de Julio  x 
27 Alexander v. Humboldt   1935  Parque de la Exposición x 
28 Antonio Raimondi    1935  Parque de la Exposición  x 
29 Daniel A. Carrión – bust -   1935  Parque Medicina Peruana x 
30 Francisco Pizarro – ecuestrian -   1935  Parque de la Muralla  x 
31 Fermín Tangüis    1937  Parque de la Reserva  x 
32 Jorge Chávez    1937  Plaza Jorge Chávez  x 
33 Miguel Grau    1946  Plaza Grau   x 
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Source: Author. Based on Ministry of Culture information from 2018. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Author.   

  

Ornamental sculpture   Year  Location       NCH 
 
- Leo/Acuario/Virgo/Tauro   1858  Alameda de los Descalzos  x 

  Sagitario/Escorpio/Libra/Piscis 

  Aries/Capricornio/Géminis/Cáncer   

- Cloris/Artemisa/Cronos/Zeus  1860  Alameda de los Descalzos x 

  Demeter/Hebe   

- Las Tres Gracias      1915  Plaza San Martín  x 

- Psique/Europa/Leda/América  1920s  Plazuela Cercado  x 

 

Basic data: 

Historic monuments   33 

Ornamental sculptures  23 

Total monuments and public 

  sculptures, 1845-1945  56 

Foreign personalities   14 

Inca representation     1 
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6.7 Images of monuments in Lima 

 

 
 

Fig.21 Monument to Simon Bolivar. Photo: Adapted from Peru21. 
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Fig.22 Monument to Christopher Columbus. Photo: Adapted from Worldorgs.com 
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Fig.23 Monument to Manco Capac. Photo: Adapted from Municipality of La Victoria. 
 

 
--- 

 

 

 

  



85 

 

Chapter 7: DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS 

 

I set out to write this thesis by first acknowledging that my city of origin historically has been, 

and continues to be, a place beset by problems of integration of its ethnic and cultural 

diversity. One urban narrative tends to blame the colonial period for the city's ills - racism, 

one of them. However, what that narrative fails to point out is that Lima has been the capital 

of an independent republic for 200 years, and if those colonial ills had not been solved, at 

least they could have been confronted. I contend that this did not happen, which is why I 

describe the scenario as that of unequal citizenship. For decades, there has been a broad 

academic tradition investigating inequality from different angles, such as urban 

infrastructure, housing, public health, or limited investment in education. Nonetheless, little 

research has been done from the point of view of cultural heritage.  

 For me, one relevant aspect of the ever-evolving concept of heritage is that it can be 

a repository of memories, identities and meanings for different peoples, and in that role, it 

embodies a value system that can either strengthen or weaken citizenship. What I sought to 

investigate is how this worked in an unequal place, such as Lima. This takes on a further layer 

of meaning in a post-colonial society, where contrasts in issues of memory and identity are 

more clearly marked. Thus, if my starting point was Lima as a divided city, my purpose was to 

decipher its internal mechanisms, to reveal how spatial narratives of exclusion were 

constructed in three specific areas of heritage - that is, through the analysis of its 

architectural styles, the streets nomenclature, and the selection of monuments. These three 

elements make up what Dutch cultural anthropologist, Peter Nas (2011), also called 'urban 

symbols', as explained in Chapter 2. In his view, these symbols are powerful enough to 

provide insight into the underlying dynamics of a society (p.283). In addition, to achieve my 

objective, I chose to work across a century that I regard as formative in issues of city and 

citizenship, from 1845 to 1945. 

Based on what I have learned from this research, I would like to present briefly three 

aspects that summarize the work. The first, and most apparent, was to confirm the existence 

of a solid and coherent Authorized Heritage Discourse, as defined by Smith (2006), that has 

been present in the country since the beginning of the republic. Thus, the three selected 

elements (architecture, street names and monuments) disproportionately show a pattern of 

hegemony represented in the memory and the identity of a white minority. The contribution 

of this research, however, lies in the fact that for the first time we have information that 
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reveals in some detail how this scenario of exclusion was constructed over time. The second 

point refers to how the Creole elites in charge of the city, and the country, consistently made 

decisions without engaging in any dialogue with the wider sections of society, and without 

taking into consideration the abundant pre-Hispanic cultural legacy. This goes hand in hand 

with the ideological reconfiguration of the concept of nation that took place during the 19th 

century. That is, from a link of origin with the Incas, at the beginning of the Republic, to one 

where this association was discarded to focus on a colony-republic narrative, where the 

starting point was European. This helped me understand why many decisions were made in 

each case. And the third aspect I wish to highlight is how in all three topics studied, the 

narrative of separation between the indigenous nation and the Creole one materialized. In 

this way, they succeeded in creating a unified and exclusivist hegemonic narrative, echoing 

almost to perfection what David Harvey said when paraphrasing Orwell, 'who controls the 

present controls the past' (Orwell 1984, as referred to in Harvey 2008, p.20). I turn now to 

look in more detail at these three points in relation to the case studies. 

 The framing hypothesis of my first case was whether the neo-Colonial style, 

considered the first Peruvian architectural style, represented a narrative of exclusion. I 

argued that by being a direct reference to the colonial period it eliminated at a stroke any 

possibility of incorporating indigenous architecture. What I found offers a two-level reading. 

Firstly, I posit that the exclusion is produced not only through a specific style but rather as a 

consequence of a culture hooked on its European gaze, which made it impossible or limited 

an inclusive approach. In the case of Lima, the tradition of indigenous architecture had a 

specific and unique value. It had been created to suit the geography and climate of the place 

and had its own aesthetic features. By denying its existence, an important separation 

occurred. However, it is also true that since the neo-Colonial was created in republican times 

it is, effectively, and without judging its value, the first Peruvian style. This leads me to the 

second aspect, that of a lost opportunity.  In 1924, two architects, both foreign, came up 

with two different proposals inspired by the pre-Hispanic legacy of Peru. In one case, 

indigenous imagery was transferred to a structure designed with an academic plant, which is 

the Museum of Peruvian Culture today. In the second, the façade of the School of Fine Arts 

was envisaged as a synthesis of the Spanish and the indigenous cultures to produce a new 

style.  But neither proposal survived. I believe this represented a possibility for a more 

inclusive view of the city, and it did not happen. The indigenous element ended up being no 

more than a decorative and exotic detail in some other buildings. However, it should be 
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noted that as the city grew and evolved this has been changing in the last few decades. A new 

generation of architects has not only questioned this tradition but has been designing 

buildings that take their cue from the pre-Hispanic architecture of the coast.  

In the second case study, I reviewed the street nomenclature of Lima and the results 

provide a level of detail not previously seen in the city. This case was analyzed in two stages. 

The first one, in 1861, when the first change happened, from colonial to republican names, 

using references to the country's geography. Here I argued that despite the 'national' 

approach it in fact silenced any memory of previous cultural developments. The second 

moment corresponded to the quantitative analysis of the names of the main streets and 

avenues of Lima between the 1920s and 1940s.  Following the scheme developed by an 

international group of scholars (Bancilhon et al, 2021), I investigated hidden patterns and 

narratives of power and hegemony.  One piece of information reveals that 80% of the names 

of these streets are dedicated to the memory of individuals of European origin, linked to a 

white, upper-class elite. That said, a factor that adds some complexity to this information is 

that several of them were, at the same time, heroes of the nation or had been presidents or 

mayors of the city. This, if anything, shows fluid access to spheres of political power and 

legitimation. One additional consideration is the dynamics of centrality and periphery in the 

geographical distribution of street names, where a more democratic perspective is more 

often evident in the periphery alone. A further level of interest was added by two situations 

that emerged from these results. One, that while a few representatives of scientific racism 

ended up being memorialized with street names and monuments, the memory of several 

indigenous martyrs of the independence wars was left aside. I think this is a subject that 

would require further study. 

 The third and last case study was that of the historical monuments inaugurated in 

Lima during the chosen century. Out of a total of 33, one was dedicated to an indigenous 

figure, that of Inca ruler Manco Capac; three are linked to prominent leaders of the scientific 

racism movement; and 14 to foreign personalities. In addition, 23 ornamental sculptures were 

installed during the same period, all with allegories to European elements and signs of the 

zodiac. Given that this study sought to analyze issues of memory and identity in the city of 

Lima, the monuments offered the most evidence in the way one memory was excluded in 

favor of another. As we saw in Chapter 6, even accepting the Japanese community's gift of a 

monument to Inca Manco Capac triggered strong resistance. This situation alone reveals the 

significance of memory and identity for the elites at the time. It has to be said, however, that 
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in later years an active interest in democratizing the selection of personalities to be 

memorialized became more evident. 

 Considering the above, and reviewing the central question of this thesis: how spatial 

narratives of exclusion were constructed, the central mechanism was in the hands of the 

Creole elites of the time. The results in the three case studies show a focus on European 

affiliation, which excluded the possibility of integrating other imaginaries, whether 

indigenous, mestizo or from communities of diverse origins. As for the sub-questions, the first 

was aimed at identifying the Authorized Heritage Discourse-AHD prevalent during that period.  

This dominant narrative rested on an imaginary of nation and country tailored to an elite, 

thereby leading to patterns of self-legitimization of power. On the sub-question of how the 

themes of memory and identity were used, it was possible to identify an ideological journey 

that went from the early struggles for independence, where the imaginary of origin was the 

Incas, to the decoupling of this origin to focus on a European link. This was supported by the 

ideology of scientific racism, in force in the second half of the 19th and early 20th centuries. 

Finally, to the sub-question of what memory and what identity was privileged, the elites in 

charge seemed convinced that they were shaping the memory and identity of the new 

republican state. At this point, despite the existing literature indicating that the elites had no 

other choice, I think it is necessary to stress that the voices opposing many of their decisions 

were always present; that the cultural and ethnic diversity of the country was all around; and 

that the cultural legacy, particularly the monumental indigenous architecture, was 

inescapable. However, their decisions consistently circumvented these realities. 

 Overall, it seems important to me to have been able to look in some depth at the 

formative moments of Lima as a republican capital. It is worth recognizing the complexity of 

the moment and how the leaders of the time dealt, or not, with the historical tensions of the 

country. They did succeed in transforming it into a model city that closely followed European 

urban standards and, while they could, they spared no expense. But neither this city lasted in 

time nor did they pay attention to the rest of the country, which did not receive the same 

benefits as Lima. The Creole elite designed a city to their own image and taste and by doing 

so, in such an exclusivist manner, I propose they failed to create a capital for a multicultural 

country. In that sense, I think it is also important to have been able to challenge what 

traditionally had gone unchallenged. The selected urban symbols turned out not to be 

depoliticized aesthetic objects. I believe this snapshot of a crucial moment can be seen today 

with much more clarity and detail. 
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 At this point, I would like to acknowledge a potentially contentious issue. There will 

be those who may dispute that I am using 21st-century criteria to question the past, and that 

history cannot be changed. In this regard, there is an argument I would like to put forward.  It 

is true that during the 19th century a good number of cities in the West, whether in Europe, 

the United States or Latin America, followed the same French urban model, and in almost all 

of them it was the bourgeois elites who were in charge of this and the memory of many of 

them was later immortalized. However, unlike many of these places, where in the last 

century work has continued towards more equal and inclusive citizenship, I posit that this did 

not happen in Lima. To that extent, I argue that the ideological legacy of this creole elite is 

closer to what Holtorf, Wollentz & May (2020) describe as 'toxic legacy' (p.302). Likewise, I 

am aware that societies evolve over time and seek to adapt to new realities. What I have 

done here is to unveil mechanisms that in my view had remained obscured, silenced and 

relativized for too long, and I believe that knowledge can go a long way not only to healing 

historical wounds but also to moving forward. 

 Regarding conflictive legacies of the past, I would like to make a passing but necessary 

reference to the current international context. In a number of countries, there seems to be a 

burgeoning movement contesting specific urban symbols.  In some places it is students, in 

others it is the authorities of a city or a country who are taking action. Most have been 

questioning and demanding changes - when monuments have not been brought down. Overall, 

the feeling seems to be one of growing discomfort with historical narratives that had long 

remained hidden. In that context, some scholars are trying to understand this seemingly 

moment of change so they can provide some insights into it. One of them is Katherine Waite, 

Senior Editor of the British Online Archives – BOA. She recently pointed out in an online article 

that "In an ever more global society it is important and long overdue, that we reassess public 

commemoration through monuments... Who is chosen to be immortalized... and why?"37. 

Another case in point is that of Simon John, a historian at the University of Swansea, UK, for 

whom "Statues can teach us about history, but they do not convey some immutable truth from 

the past"38. Interestingly, these views of a new generation of scholars may be representing a 

shift in the traditional mindset. They seem to begin to embrace the possibility of a past that 

 
37 https://microform.digital/boa/posts/category/articles/375/history-in-society-reassessing-the-relevance-of-

public-monuments-in-the-21st-century 
38 https://www.historytoday.com/archive/behind-times/statues-politics-and-past  

 

 

https://microform.digital/boa/posts/category/articles/375/history-in-society-reassessing-the-relevance-of-public-monuments-in-the-21st-century
https://microform.digital/boa/posts/category/articles/375/history-in-society-reassessing-the-relevance-of-public-monuments-in-the-21st-century
https://www.historytoday.com/archive/behind-times/statues-politics-and-past
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cannot remain unaltered. And within that frame of reference, it may be possible to 

understand the relevance to revisit inherited symbols and narratives. 

 To conclude, I believe this to be one of the first works addressing two components of 

heritage: memory and identity, in their dynamics with urban symbols in the city of Lima. 

Likewise, I believe it is one of the first to establish links between spatial heritage, citizenship 

and racism in the Peruvian capital, and one of the few studies that delve into the influence 

exerted by scientific racism in the physical and symbolic configuration of Lima. The 

contributions made here should be of interest in the field of critical heritage studies, and 

racism studies in Peru from the point of view of culture and the construction of the imaginary 

of the city. I hope that the information produced in this research will inspire further work in 

similar fields.  One suggested topic would be about what is being remembered and what is 

forgotten in the processes of city building.  There could lie a key to the understanding of 

some of the problems of the present.  

At the city level, I would say there is work to be done and I hope this new information 

shall stimulate discussions or provide material for policies on social inclusion. For if the past 

reveals anything, is the construction of an unequal city. It is possible that the authorities may 

decide to review what is being commemorated and assess its meaning in the present. In those 

narratives of exclusion may lie some of the keys to solving the problems of the present. What 

is certain is that experiences along these lines exist in the world. As we saw in Chapter 2, 

John Tunbridge referred to three experiences of construction of narratives of inclusion in 

three countries as diverse as Canada, South Africa and Singapore, all starting from contexts of 

exclusion and discrimination. There are no simple answers and these were complex situations, 

but the main objective of achieving greater equality guided the efforts. So maybe thinking 

about common futures in a place like Lima is not so far-fetched. If the history of the city is 

anything to go by, it is the very nature of change and the strength of its indigenous memory. 

The Spanish named it The Thrice Crowned City of Kings, in 1535. Less than fifty years later, 

its indigenous name had regained its place, Lima. We then made everything possible to forget 

about its previous past and is only now, almost 500 years later, that those memories and 

identities are coming back. 

 

*** 
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APPENDIX I 

 
LIST:  Street names and bios 
 
Each entry includes: 
- The name of the street or avenue 
- The district(s) where it runs through 
- Date of birth and a brief biographical reference to the person remembered 
- Link to more information online. 
- PW: Pacific War, or War with Chile (1879-1884) 

- RSR: Representative of Scientific Racism 

- DOB: Date of Birth 

- Wik: Information is taken from Wikipedia 

 

 

1 Aguirre Ugarte, Germán San Martín de Porres 

    1899-1969. Upper-class, president of Regatas Club. 

     https://www.crl.pe/categoria/esgrima-historia  

 

2 Alcázar, Crl. Samuel del Rímac 

    1864-1924. Military officer, fought PW, Congressman (Wik). 

 

3 Aliaga, Juan de  Magdalena, San Isidro 

    1838-1896. Aristocrat, landowner. 

https://www.bcrp.gob.pe/docs/Publicaciones/libros/2020/histo

ria-de-la-moneda-en-el-peru.pdf  

 

4 Antúnez de Mayolo, S. Los Olivos 

    1887-1967. Engineer, scientist, mathematician, hydroelectrics.  

https://historiaperuana.pe/biografia/santiago-antunez-mayolo  

 

5 Aramburú Sarrio, Andrés San Isidro, Miraflores 

    1845-1916. Upper-class journalist, politician, fought PW. 

https://historiaperuana.pe/biografia/andres-avelino-aramburu-

sarrio  

 

6 Arenales, Gral. Juan Á. de Lima, Lince 

    1770-1831. Argentinian officer, fought for independence. 

https://centrodeestudiosmontaneses.com/wp-

content/uploads/DOC_CEM/BIBLIOTECA/EDICION_CEM/el_genera

l_arenales_1999.pdf  

 

7 Armendáriz, Francisco Miraflores 

    XVIII century. Spanish, owner of plantation in the area. 

http://blog.pucp.edu.pe/blog/juanluisorrego/2009/08/04/la-

bajada-de-armendariz-miraflores/   

https://www.crl.pe/categoria/esgrima-historia
https://www.bcrp.gob.pe/docs/Publicaciones/libros/2020/historia-de-la-moneda-en-el-peru.pdf
https://www.bcrp.gob.pe/docs/Publicaciones/libros/2020/historia-de-la-moneda-en-el-peru.pdf
https://historiaperuana.pe/biografia/santiago-antunez-mayolo
https://historiaperuana.pe/biografia/andres-avelino-aramburu-sarrio
https://historiaperuana.pe/biografia/andres-avelino-aramburu-sarrio
https://centrodeestudiosmontaneses.com/wp-content/uploads/DOC_CEM/BIBLIOTECA/EDICION_CEM/el_general_arenales_1999.pdf
https://centrodeestudiosmontaneses.com/wp-content/uploads/DOC_CEM/BIBLIOTECA/EDICION_CEM/el_general_arenales_1999.pdf
https://centrodeestudiosmontaneses.com/wp-content/uploads/DOC_CEM/BIBLIOTECA/EDICION_CEM/el_general_arenales_1999.pdf
http://blog.pucp.edu.pe/blog/juanluisorrego/2009/08/04/la-bajada-de-armendariz-miraflores/
http://blog.pucp.edu.pe/blog/juanluisorrego/2009/08/04/la-bajada-de-armendariz-miraflores/
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8 Arona, Juan de   San Isidro 

    1839-1895. Aristocrat’s real name: Pedro Paz Soldán y Unanue.  

Writer, diplomat. Created dictionary of Peruvian terms. 

https://www.biografiasyvidas.com/biografia/p/paz_soldan_y_un

anue.htm  

 

9 Arriola, Nicolás    La Victoria, San Luis, El Agustino 

    DOB-No data. Argentinian military, helped independence.  

https://www.historiasderaffo.com.ar/biografias/arriola-jose-

nicolas.html  

 

10 Ayllón, Nicolás   Lima, La Victoria, San Luis, Ate, Vitarte 

    1632-1677. Indian religious man, son of caciques, considered  

“venerable” by the Vatican. 

https://historiaperuana.pe/biografia/nicolas-ayllon   

 

11 Banchero Rossi, Luis San Miguel 

    1929-1972. Businessman, industrialist. 

https://historiaperuana.pe/biografia/luis-banchero-rossi  

 

12 Basadre, Jorge  San Isidro / San Juan de Lurigancho 

    1903-1980. Historian, minister. 

https://historiaperuana.pe/biografia/jorge-basadre  

 

13 Bastidas, Micaela  Villa El Salvador / Comas   

    1742-1781. Indigenous woman, martyr for independence.  

https://historiaperuana.pe/biografia/micaela-bastidas-

puyacahua  

 

14 Bausate y Meza, Jaime La Victoria 

    1764-1824. Spanish military, writer and publisher 

    Real name: Francisco Cabello y Mesa.  

https://historiaperuana.pe/biografia/jaime-de-bausate-y-mesa  

 

15 Belaúnde, Victor Andrés San Isidro, Comas 

    1883-1966. Upper-class diplomat, philosopher, minister. 

https://historiaperuana.pe/biografia/victor-andres-belaunde  

 

16 Benavides D-C, A.  Miraflores, Surco 

1881-1967. Upper-class diplomat, sportsman, presidential family 

(Wik). 

 

17 Benavides, O. (Colonial) Lima (+ other districts) 

    1876-1945. Upper-class President twice. General. 

https://historiaperuana.pe/biografia/oscar-r-benavides  

 

https://www.biografiasyvidas.com/biografia/p/paz_soldan_y_unanue.htm
https://www.biografiasyvidas.com/biografia/p/paz_soldan_y_unanue.htm
https://www.historiasderaffo.com.ar/biografias/arriola-jose-nicolas.html
https://www.historiasderaffo.com.ar/biografias/arriola-jose-nicolas.html
https://historiaperuana.pe/biografia/nicolas-ayllon
https://historiaperuana.pe/biografia/luis-banchero-rossi
https://historiaperuana.pe/biografia/jorge-basadre
https://historiaperuana.pe/biografia/micaela-bastidas-puyacahua
https://historiaperuana.pe/biografia/micaela-bastidas-puyacahua
https://historiaperuana.pe/biografia/jaime-de-bausate-y-mesa
https://historiaperuana.pe/biografia/victor-andres-belaunde
https://historiaperuana.pe/biografia/oscar-r-benavides
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18 Bertello, Alejandro San Martín de Porres, Santa Rosa 

    1903-1966. Businessman, Italian origin, sportsman. 

http://www.asociacionguadalupana.com/alejandro-

bertello/#:~:text=Alejandro%20no%20s%C3%B3lo%20mostr%C3%B3

%20en,destacado%20en%20b%C3%A1squet%20y%20atletismo.  

 

19 Bertolotto, Juan     San Miguel 

1867-nn. Italian, founder of district and mayor, businessman, 

urban developer. 

https://munisanmiguel.gob.pe/municipalidad-de-san-

miguel/historia/  

 

20 Billinghurst, Guillermo San Juan de Miraflores 

    1851-1915. Upper-class, President. 

https://historiaperuana.pe/biografia/guillermo-billinghurst   

 

21 Bolívar, Simón  Lima (+ other districts) 

    1783-1830. Venezuelan political leader, consolidated  

independence of Peru. (Wik). 

 

22 Bolognesi, Francisco Lima / Barranco / San Miguel (+ other districts) 

    1816-1880. Upper-class. Hero PW. Italian origin. 

https://historiaperuana.pe/biografia/francisco-bolognesi-

cervantes      

 

23 Campo, Alberto del San Isidro, Magdalena 

    DOB-No data. Captain PW.   

Book: Lima en el IV Centenario de su Fundación, MML, 1935 

 

24 Canaval y Moreyra, E. San Isidro 

    1915-1966. Aristocrat lawyer, landowner and mayor. 

https://www.geni.com/people/Enrique-Canaval-

Moreyra/6000000178268621858  

 

25 Canevaro, Crl. César Lince y San Juan de Miraflores 

    1846-1922. Upper-class, military, politician, PW, Senator. 

https://historiaperuana.pe/biografia/cesar-canevaro-valega  

 

26 Carrión, Daniel Alcides Ate 

    1857-1885. Martyr of medicine in Peru. 

https://historiaperuana.pe/biografia/daniel-alcides-carrion-

garcia  

 

  

http://www.asociacionguadalupana.com/alejandro-bertello/#:~:text=Alejandro%20no%20s%C3%B3lo%20mostr%C3%B3%20en,destacado%20en%20b%C3%A1squet%20y%20atletismo
http://www.asociacionguadalupana.com/alejandro-bertello/#:~:text=Alejandro%20no%20s%C3%B3lo%20mostr%C3%B3%20en,destacado%20en%20b%C3%A1squet%20y%20atletismo
http://www.asociacionguadalupana.com/alejandro-bertello/#:~:text=Alejandro%20no%20s%C3%B3lo%20mostr%C3%B3%20en,destacado%20en%20b%C3%A1squet%20y%20atletismo
https://munisanmiguel.gob.pe/municipalidad-de-san-miguel/historia/
https://munisanmiguel.gob.pe/municipalidad-de-san-miguel/historia/
https://historiaperuana.pe/biografia/guillermo-billinghurst
https://historiaperuana.pe/biografia/francisco-bolognesi-cervantes
https://historiaperuana.pe/biografia/francisco-bolognesi-cervantes
https://www.geni.com/people/Enrique-Canaval-Moreyra/6000000178268621858
https://www.geni.com/people/Enrique-Canaval-Moreyra/6000000178268621858
https://historiaperuana.pe/biografia/cesar-canevaro-valega
https://historiaperuana.pe/biografia/daniel-alcides-carrion-garcia
https://historiaperuana.pe/biografia/daniel-alcides-carrion-garcia
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27 Casas, Bartolomé de las San Martín de Porres 

1474-1566. Spanish priest, supporter of Indians’ rights in the 

Americas. 

https://www.biografiasyvidas.com/biografia/l/las_casas.htm  

 

28 Castañeda, Manuel  Lince 

    DOB-No data. Black soldier, PW. 

http://fichashistoricas.blogspot.com/2015/01/el-soldado-

desconocido.html  

 

29 Castro Iglesias, Víctor San Juan de Miraflores 

    1860-1915. Lawyer, Senator, Mayor, Minister. Upper-class family  

from Cajamarca. 

http://bvs.minsa.gob.pe/local/MINSA/3670.pdf    

     

30 Cavenecia, Emilio  San Isidro 

    1840-1881. Hero of PW and firefighter.  

http://labombalima.blogspot.com/2013/04/emilio-

cavenecia.html  

 

31 Chávez, Jorge  Ate, Miraflores (+ other districts) 

    1887-1910. Aviation pioneer.  Upper-class family. 

 

32 Checa, M. Malecón  San Juan de Lurigancho, El Agustino / La Victoria.c 

    1889-1939. Landowner, mayor, ambassador (Wik). 

 

33 Chimpu Ocllo  Carabayllo / Puente Piedra 

    1523-1571. Grandaughter of emperor Huayna Capac, and 

    mother of writer, Inca Garcilaso de la Vega. 

https://historiaperuana.pe/biografia/inca-garcilaso-la-vega  

 

34 Condorcanqui, Mariano Carabayllo 

    1762-1784. Son of indigenous rebel leader, Tupac Amaru. 

https://www.leyes.congreso.gob.pe/Documentos/2016_2021/Pr

oyectos_de_Ley_y_de_Resoluciones_Legislativas/PL04339201905

16.pdf  

 

35 Condorcanqui, José G. Independencia 

    XVIII C. Real name of indigenous rebel leader, Tupac Amaru. Pre 

    Independence leader. 

 

36 Conquistadores, Los San Isidro 

    Colonial reference.  

 

  

https://www.biografiasyvidas.com/biografia/l/las_casas.htm
http://fichashistoricas.blogspot.com/2015/01/el-soldado-desconocido.html
http://fichashistoricas.blogspot.com/2015/01/el-soldado-desconocido.html
http://bvs.minsa.gob.pe/local/MINSA/3670.pdf
http://labombalima.blogspot.com/2013/04/emilio-cavenecia.html
http://labombalima.blogspot.com/2013/04/emilio-cavenecia.html
https://historiaperuana.pe/biografia/inca-garcilaso-la-vega
https://www.leyes.congreso.gob.pe/Documentos/2016_2021/Proyectos_de_Ley_y_de_Resoluciones_Legislativas/PL0433920190516.pdf
https://www.leyes.congreso.gob.pe/Documentos/2016_2021/Proyectos_de_Ley_y_de_Resoluciones_Legislativas/PL0433920190516.pdf
https://www.leyes.congreso.gob.pe/Documentos/2016_2021/Proyectos_de_Ley_y_de_Resoluciones_Legislativas/PL0433920190516.pdf
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37 Cornejo, Mariano  Pueblo Libre 

    1873-1942. Academic, diplomat, minister. Scholar from the  

San Marcos University. RSR. 

https://www.encyclopedia.com/humanities/encyclopedias-

almanacs-transcripts-and-maps/cornejo-mariano-h-1873-1942  

 

38 Corregidor, Alameda del La Molina 

    Colonial reference. 

 

39 Cueto, Domingo  Lince 

    DOB-No data. Spanish Capt. founded hospital in 1669. 

https://thebiography.us/en/figueroa-agustin  

 

40 Defensores del Morro Chorrillos 

    Hommage to unknown soldiers, PW.   

 

41 Delgado, Honorio  San Martín de Porres / Magdalena, La Victoria.c 

    1892-1969. Psychiatrist, philosopher. 

http://previous.unmsm.edu.pe/ilustres/biografia/26#:~:text=Inv

estigador%2C%20m%C3%A9dico%20y%20maestro%2C%20el,el%20Pe

r%C3%BA%20y%20el%20extranjero.      

 

42 Delgado, Pedro Genaro San Martín de Porres 

    1870-1957. Lawyer, author of legal books. 

http://www.joseluismejia.com/poetas30.html#pgdm  

 

43 Dueñas, Nicolás    Lima 

    DOB-No data. Naval officer. PW hero. 

https://gdp1879.blogspot.com/2012/10/tripulacion-del-

huascar.html  

 

44 Escobedo, Gregorio Jesús María 

    1796-1836. Military officer, from royalist to independence  

fighter. (Wik). 

 

45 Escardó, Rafael  San Miguel 

    1884-1952. Upper-class landowner. (Wik). 

 

46 Espinar, Cmte. Ladislao Miraflores 

    1842-1879. PW hero. (Wik). 

 

47 Faucett, Elmer (VE) Callao 

    1891-1960. US businessman, ‘father’ of Peruvian aviation (Wik). 

 

  

https://www.encyclopedia.com/humanities/encyclopedias-almanacs-transcripts-and-maps/cornejo-mariano-h-1873-1942
https://www.encyclopedia.com/humanities/encyclopedias-almanacs-transcripts-and-maps/cornejo-mariano-h-1873-1942
https://thebiography.us/en/figueroa-agustin
http://previous.unmsm.edu.pe/ilustres/biografia/26#:~:text=Investigador%2C%20m%C3%A9dico%20y%20maestro%2C%20el,el%20Per%C3%BA%20y%20el%20extranjero
http://previous.unmsm.edu.pe/ilustres/biografia/26#:~:text=Investigador%2C%20m%C3%A9dico%20y%20maestro%2C%20el,el%20Per%C3%BA%20y%20el%20extranjero
http://previous.unmsm.edu.pe/ilustres/biografia/26#:~:text=Investigador%2C%20m%C3%A9dico%20y%20maestro%2C%20el,el%20Per%C3%BA%20y%20el%20extranjero
http://www.joseluismejia.com/poetas30.html#pgdm
https://gdp1879.blogspot.com/2012/10/tripulacion-del-huascar.html
https://gdp1879.blogspot.com/2012/10/tripulacion-del-huascar.html
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48 Ferré, Tte. Diego  San Martín de Porres, Ate / Miraflores.c 

    1844-1879. PW hero. 

https://www.marina.mil.pe/en/cultura/efemerides/11/?acont=

nace-en-lambayeque-el-teniente-primero-diego-ferre-sosa-

heroe-de-la-guerra-del-pacifico  

 

49 Ferrero Rebagliati, Raul La Molina  

    1911-1977. Upper-class lawyer, politician, minister (Wik).   

 

50 Flores, Crl. Belisario Lince 

    1855-1941. PW hero. 

https://www.monografias.com/trabajos71/guerra-pacifico-

heroes-olvidados/guerra-pacifico-heroes-olvidados2.shtml  

 

51 Fuente, Guillermo de la Comas 

    (no info)  

 

52 Gallesi/Gallese, Federico San Miguel 

1848-… Italian, landowner, founder of district of San Miguel,  

mayor. 

https://munisanmiguel.gob.pe/municipalidad-de-san-

miguel/historia/  

 

53 Galvez Barrenechea, J. San Isidro 

    1885-1957. Upper-class writer, politician and minister. 

https://www.biografiasyvidas.com/biografia/g/galvez_berrenec

hea.htm   

 

54 Gamarra, Angélica   Los Olivos  

1896-1965. Wife of businessman and plantation owner, Hacienda 
Chavarría, family urbanized the area. 
https://historiadelperu.info/historia-de-lima/principales-
avenidas-de-lima-origen-e-historia/  

 
55 Gambeta, Néstor (VE) Callao 

  1894-1968. Italian origins. Military and politician. (Wik). 

 

56 García y García, Elvira Lima 

    1862-1951. Teacher and feminist. Founded several schools.  

Pioneer women’s education.   

https://www.ecured.cu/Elvira_Garc%C3%ADa_y_Garc%C3%ADa_B

ert  

 

57 Garcilaso de la Vega Lima, Villa Maria del Triunfo  

    1539-1616. First mixed-race intellectual in the Americas. 

https://historiaperuana.pe/biografia/inca-garcilaso-la-vega   

 

https://www.marina.mil.pe/en/cultura/efemerides/11/?acont=nace-en-lambayeque-el-teniente-primero-diego-ferre-sosa-heroe-de-la-guerra-del-pacifico
https://www.marina.mil.pe/en/cultura/efemerides/11/?acont=nace-en-lambayeque-el-teniente-primero-diego-ferre-sosa-heroe-de-la-guerra-del-pacifico
https://www.marina.mil.pe/en/cultura/efemerides/11/?acont=nace-en-lambayeque-el-teniente-primero-diego-ferre-sosa-heroe-de-la-guerra-del-pacifico
https://www.monografias.com/trabajos71/guerra-pacifico-heroes-olvidados/guerra-pacifico-heroes-olvidados2.shtml
https://www.monografias.com/trabajos71/guerra-pacifico-heroes-olvidados/guerra-pacifico-heroes-olvidados2.shtml
https://munisanmiguel.gob.pe/municipalidad-de-san-miguel/historia/
https://munisanmiguel.gob.pe/municipalidad-de-san-miguel/historia/
https://www.biografiasyvidas.com/biografia/g/galvez_berrenechea.htm
https://www.biografiasyvidas.com/biografia/g/galvez_berrenechea.htm
https://historiadelperu.info/historia-de-lima/principales-avenidas-de-lima-origen-e-historia/
https://historiadelperu.info/historia-de-lima/principales-avenidas-de-lima-origen-e-historia/
https://www.ecured.cu/Elvira_Garc%C3%ADa_y_Garc%C3%ADa_Bert
https://www.ecured.cu/Elvira_Garc%C3%ADa_y_Garc%C3%ADa_Bert
https://historiaperuana.pe/biografia/inca-garcilaso-la-vega
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58  Garzón, Gral. Eugenio Jesús María 

    1796-1851. Uruguayan General. Fought for independence of  

Peru. (Wik). 

 

59 Granda Esquivel, José San Martín de Porres / San Isidro.c 

    1835-1911. Upper-class engineer, mathematician, minister.  

(Wik). 

 

60 Grau, Miguel    Lima / Barranco (+ other districts) 

    1834-1879. Upper-class origins. Major hero PW. 

 

61 Guzmán Blanco, Antonio Lima 

    1829-1899. Venezuelan caudillo and President. In favour of Peru 

    during PW. 

https://www.biografiasyvidas.com/biografia/g/guzman_blanco.

htm  

 

62 Habich, Eduardo de San Martín de Porres / Miraflores.c 

    1835-1909. Polish engineer and mathematician. Founder of the  

    University of Engineering. (Wik).  

 

63 Héroes del Cenepa  San Juan de Lurigancho 

    Remembers soldiers who fought war with Ecuador, 1995 

 

64 Huayna Cápac  Jesus María (+ other districts) 

    XVI century. Inca Emperor.   

 

65 Iglesias, Miguel  San Juan de Miraflores / Miraflores.c 

    1830-1909. Upper-class, President. PW. 

 

66 Incas, Los   Surco (+ other districts) 

    Indigenous empire. 

 

67 Inclán, Crl. José J.  Chorrillos / Miraflores.c 

    1818-1880. PW hero. (Wik). 

 

68 Isabel La Católica  La Victoria 

    XV century. Spanish queen.  

 

69 Izaguirre, Carlos  Los Olivos, SMP 

    1901-1980. Lawyer and Senator, APRA party. (Wik). 

 

70 La Rosa Lozano, Agustín Surco 

    DOB-No data. PW, Captain “Batallón Artesanos de Huacho” 
Book: Catecismo patriótico, José Luis Torres, Editorial ECOMA, 
1979  

 

https://www.biografiasyvidas.com/biografia/g/guzman_blanco.htm
https://www.biografiasyvidas.com/biografia/g/guzman_blanco.htm
https://www.google.nl/search?tbo=p&tbm=bks&q=inauthor:%22Jos%C3%A9+Luis+Torres%22
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71 Larco, José   Miraflores 

    1830-1900. Italian, landowner, banker, mayor of Miraflores.  

https://gw.geneanet.org/edthureau?lang=en&pz=nicolas+rene+b

ernard&nz=thureau&ocz=0&p=larco+bruno+giuseppe+alberto+ou

+jose+alberto&n=larco  

 

72 Lecaros, Juan  Puente Piedra  

    1864-… Political activist. First mayor of the district. 

https://www.yumpu.com/es/document/read/14462036/historia

-de-puente-piedra-mas-completo-contacto  

 

73 Leon-Velarde, Ricardo San Martín de Porres 

1895-1970. Rich landowner, politician, soldier (Wik). 

 

74 Lorente, Sebastián  Lima 

    1813-1884. Spanish educator, philosopher. RSR.  

 

75 Luna Pizarro, Javier San Martín de Porres (varios) / Lima.c 

    1780-1855. Priest and politician. Independence leader. 

https://www.biografiasyvidas.com/biografia/l/luna_pizarro.htm  

 

76  Malásquez Chacaltana, V.Pachacamac 

    DOB-No data. Lt. Mayor, died in functions 1983.  

https://www.transplo.com/XX/Unknown/106285764318818/Distr

ito-de-Pachacamac-Patrimonio-del-Per%C3%BA  

 

77 Manco Cápac  La Victoria / Miraflores.c 

    Ca.XII century. First emperor of Inca empire.  

 

78 Manco Segundo  San Miguel 

    1500-1544. Inca emperor under the Spanish. 

https://www.biografiasyvidas.com/biografia/m/manco_capac_ii

.htm  

 

79 Mariátegui, Francisco J. Jesús María 

    1792-1884. Upper-class politician and writer. Supported  

independence. Prime Minister. 

https://www.biografiasyvidas.com/biografia/m/mariategui_fran

cisco.htm   

 

80 Mariátegui, José Carlos Ate / VMT / El Agustino   

    1894-1930. One of the most influential intellectuals.  

Founder of Socialist Party – later Communist P. 

https://www.biografiasyvidas.com/biografia/m/mariategui.htm  

 

 

https://gw.geneanet.org/edthureau?lang=en&pz=nicolas+rene+bernard&nz=thureau&ocz=0&p=larco+bruno+giuseppe+alberto+ou+jose+alberto&n=larco
https://gw.geneanet.org/edthureau?lang=en&pz=nicolas+rene+bernard&nz=thureau&ocz=0&p=larco+bruno+giuseppe+alberto+ou+jose+alberto&n=larco
https://gw.geneanet.org/edthureau?lang=en&pz=nicolas+rene+bernard&nz=thureau&ocz=0&p=larco+bruno+giuseppe+alberto+ou+jose+alberto&n=larco
https://www.yumpu.com/es/document/read/14462036/historia-de-puente-piedra-mas-completo-contacto
https://www.yumpu.com/es/document/read/14462036/historia-de-puente-piedra-mas-completo-contacto
https://www.biografiasyvidas.com/biografia/l/luna_pizarro.htm
https://www.transplo.com/XX/Unknown/106285764318818/Distrito-de-Pachacamac-Patrimonio-del-Per%C3%BA
https://www.transplo.com/XX/Unknown/106285764318818/Distrito-de-Pachacamac-Patrimonio-del-Per%C3%BA
https://www.biografiasyvidas.com/biografia/m/manco_capac_ii.htm
https://www.biografiasyvidas.com/biografia/m/manco_capac_ii.htm
https://www.biografiasyvidas.com/biografia/m/mariategui_francisco.htm
https://www.biografiasyvidas.com/biografia/m/mariategui_francisco.htm
https://www.biografiasyvidas.com/biografia/m/mariategui.htm
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81 Marsano, Tomás    Surco 

    1867-1949. Italian origin. Plantation owner, developer. (Wik). 
 

82 Matellini, Ariosto  Chorrillos 

    1901-1961. Italian landowner. 

https://prezi.com/waxm3m_zjjcv/calles-de-chorrillos/  

 

83 Meiggs, Enrique  Lima 

    1811-1877. American adventurer, land speculator and  

businessman. Railroad builder and developer in Lima. (Wik). 

 

84 Mello Franco, Afranio Jesús María  

    1870-1943. Brazilian politican, diplomat. Peace-maker 

    between Peru-Colombia conflict. (Wik). 

 

85 Merino, Ignacio  Lince 

    1817-1876. Upper-class painter, historic romanticism.  

https://www.biografiasyvidas.com/biografia/m/merino_ignacio.

htm  

 

86 Miotta, Pedro  San Juan de Miraflores 

    DOB-No data. Crl. PW, Prefecto Ayacucho 
https://www.grau.pe/campana-terrestre/la-expedicion-a-lima-
y-la-defensa-de-la-capital-por-el-ejercito-improvisado-y-por-las-
improvisadas-milicias-capitalinas/  

 

87 Molina, Alonso de  Surco 

    Ca.1584. Spanish priest, published in the Americas. 

https://www.biografiasyvidas.com/biografia/m/molina_alonso.h

tm    

 

88 Montagne, Ernesto  Miraflores 

    1885-1954. Upper-class military officer of French origin, 

 diplomat, Minister. (Wik). 

 

89 Morales Duárez, Vicente Lima 

1755-1812. Creole lawyer. One of the writers of Spanish 

Constitution of 1812, supported rights of the Americans. 

https://dbe.rah.es/biografias/71320/vicente-morales-duarez-

de-la-quadra 

 

90 Moyano, María Elena Villa El Salvador 

1958-1992. Popular community leader, feminist, assassinated by 

Shining Path, Afro-Peruvian origin. (Wik). 

 

 

 

https://prezi.com/waxm3m_zjjcv/calles-de-chorrillos/
https://www.biografiasyvidas.com/biografia/m/merino_ignacio.htm
https://www.biografiasyvidas.com/biografia/m/merino_ignacio.htm
https://www.grau.pe/campana-terrestre/la-expedicion-a-lima-y-la-defensa-de-la-capital-por-el-ejercito-improvisado-y-por-las-improvisadas-milicias-capitalinas/
https://www.grau.pe/campana-terrestre/la-expedicion-a-lima-y-la-defensa-de-la-capital-por-el-ejercito-improvisado-y-por-las-improvisadas-milicias-capitalinas/
https://www.grau.pe/campana-terrestre/la-expedicion-a-lima-y-la-defensa-de-la-capital-por-el-ejercito-improvisado-y-por-las-improvisadas-milicias-capitalinas/
https://www.biografiasyvidas.com/biografia/m/molina_alonso.htm
https://www.biografiasyvidas.com/biografia/m/molina_alonso.htm
https://dbe.rah.es/biografias/71320/vicente-morales-duarez-de-la-quadra
https://dbe.rah.es/biografias/71320/vicente-morales-duarez-de-la-quadra
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91 Nicolini, Juan Vicente San Martín de Porres   

    1896-1958. Upper-class lawyer, politician, journalist,  

    industrialist of Italian origin. 

  http://labombalima.blogspot.com/2014/08/nicolini.html   

 

92 Ochoa, Brígida Silva de San Miguel  

    1767-1840. Family of insurgents. Worked for Independence.  

https://blog.derrama.org.pe/y-quien-fue-brigida-silva-de-

ochoa/  

 

93 Olaya, José   Chorrillos / Miraflores.c 

    1782-1823. Fisherman, martyr of independence. 

https://historiaperuana.pe/biografia/jose-olaya-balandra  

 

94 Olguín, Manuel  Surco 

    (no info) 

 

95 Orué, Domingo  Surquillo 

    DOB-No data. Mayor of Lima 1806-1807, General In the war of 

independence. Congressman 1822. Landowner. (Wik). 

 

96 Osma, Pedro de  Barranco 

    1868-1936. Aristocrat, lawyer, mayor, congressman. (Wik). 

 

97 Pachacútec    Villa El Salvador, Villa María del Triunfo 

    Ca. XV century. Inca emperor 

https://historiaperuana.pe/biografia/cusi-yupanqui-pachacutec  

 

98 Padre Urraca  San Miguel 

    1583-1657. Priest declared Venerable by the Church.  

 

99 Palma, Ricardo  Miraflores 

    1833-1919. Popular writer, librarian, politician. 

https://historiaperuana.pe/biografia/ricardo-palma  

 

100 Pardo, José  Miraflores 

    1864-1947. Member of the oligarchy. President. 

https://www.biografiasyvidas.com/biografia/p/pardo_jose.htm  

 

101 Pardo de Zela, Juan Lince 

    1788-1868. Upper-class Spanish military man in Lima, joined 

    independence war.  

https://dbe.rah.es/biografias/56630/juan-pardo-de-zela-y-vidal  

 

102 Pastor Sevilla, José        Villa El Salvador 

                                           1836-1904. Naval officer PW. (Wik). 

http://labombalima.blogspot.com/2014/08/nicolini.html
https://blog.derrama.org.pe/y-quien-fue-brigida-silva-de-ochoa/
https://blog.derrama.org.pe/y-quien-fue-brigida-silva-de-ochoa/
https://historiaperuana.pe/biografia/jose-olaya-balandra
https://historiaperuana.pe/biografia/cusi-yupanqui-pachacutec
https://historiaperuana.pe/biografia/ricardo-palma
https://www.biografiasyvidas.com/biografia/p/pardo_jose.htm
https://dbe.rah.es/biografias/56630/juan-pardo-de-zela-y-vidal
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103 Petit Thouars, Abel du Lima, Lince, San Isidro, Miraflores 

    1832-1890. French admiral, hero of PW (Wik). 

 

104 Piérola, Nicolás de         Lima    

    1839-1913. Upper-class, President. PW. 

https://historiaperuana.pe/biografia/nicolas-de-pierola   

 

105 Pio XII   Surco 

    1876-1958. Pope.  

 

106 Pizarro, Francisco Rímac 

    1478-1541. Spanish conquistador 

 

107 Plascencia, Víctor Surco   

    (no info) 

 

108 Poblet, Paul  Pachacamac 

    1961-1991. Mayor of Pachacamac, killed by Shining Path. 

https://www.expreso.com.pe/informe/sendero-luminoso-

despedaza-cuerpo-de-alcalde-paul-poblet/  

 

109 Ponce, Alipio  Chorrillos 

    1906-1941. Policeman, hero of war with Ecuador. (Wik).  

 

110 Prado, Manuel  La Molina / Carabayllo.c 

              1889-1967. Oligarch, President. 

    https://historiaperuana.pe/biografia/manuel-prado-y-ugarteche  

 

111 Prado, Javier (VE) Ate, La Molina, San Borja, San Isidro, Magdalena 

1871-1921. Aristocrat, politician, philosopher, RSR. 2nd longest 

avenue in Lima. 

https://historiaperuana.pe/biografia/javier-prado-ugarteche  

 

112 Prialé, Ramiro (VE) El Agustino, SJLurigancho, Lurigancho-Ch 

    1904-1988. Politician, Senator, APRA party. (Wik). 

 

113 Pumacahua, Mateo Villa El Salvador / Jesús María.c, Lince.c 

    1748-1815. Indigenous leader, first a royalist later a pro 

Independence. 

https://historiaperuana.pe/biografia/mateo-pumacahua  

 

114 Razuri, Crl.José Andrés San Miguel 

    1791-1883. Military officer, hero of independence (Wik). 

 

  

https://historiaperuana.pe/biografia/nicolas-de-pierola
https://www.expreso.com.pe/informe/sendero-luminoso-despedaza-cuerpo-de-alcalde-paul-poblet/
https://www.expreso.com.pe/informe/sendero-luminoso-despedaza-cuerpo-de-alcalde-paul-poblet/
https://historiaperuana.pe/biografia/manuel-prado-y-ugarteche
https://historiaperuana.pe/biografia/javier-prado-ugarteche
https://historiaperuana.pe/biografia/mateo-pumacahua
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115 Rebagliati, Edgardo Jesús María    

    1895-1958. Italian origin. Lawyer, Minister. (Wik). 

 

116 Reiche, María  Lurín / Surco.c 

    1903-1995. German mathematician, archaeologist. Nasca lines.  

https://historiaperuana.pe/biografia/maria-reiche  

 

117 Riva Agüero, José de la  San Miguel (+ other districts) 

    1885-1944. Aristocrat, writer, politician. Ultra Conservative, pro  

Hispanist. Founder of the Fascist party. RSR (Wik). 

 

118 Roca y Boloña, José A. Miraflores 

    1845-1914. Priest, support during PW. (Wik). 

 

119 Rodrigo, Nicolás  Surco 

DOB-No data. Spanish, founder of Guadalupe School, first 

republican school, 1840. 

https://colegioguadalupe.es.tl/historia.htm  

 

120 Rodríguez de Mazuelos,   Magdalena 

    (no info) 

 

121 Roosevelt, Franklin Lima (+ other districts)    

    1882-1945. US President. 

 

122 Ruiz Gallo, Pedro  Pueblo Libre (+ other districts) 

    1838-1880. Military man and inventor. (Wik). 

 

123 Saavedra, Reynaldo   Lima 

    1895-… Politician and writer. (Wik). 

 

124 Saco Oliveros, Pascual La Victoria 

    1795-1868. Military officer and politician. Leader of  

independence. (Wik). 

 

125 Salaverry, Gral Felipe Lima, Jesús María, San Isidro, Magdalena 

    1805-1836. Aristocrat, military man, landowner, politician,  

President. Independence leader. 

https://www.biografiasyvidas.com/biografia/s/salaverry.htm  

 

126 San Martín, José  Pueblo Libre (+ other districts) 

    1778-1850. Argentinian liberator of Peru. Independence. 

https://www.biografiasyvidas.com/biografia/s/san_martin.htm  

 

  

https://historiaperuana.pe/biografia/maria-reiche
https://colegioguadalupe.es.tl/historia.htm
https://www.biografiasyvidas.com/biografia/s/salaverry.htm
https://www.biografiasyvidas.com/biografia/s/san_martin.htm
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127 Sánchez Carrión, F. Jesús María 

    1787-1825. Upper-class, pro-independence politician. 

https://historiaperuana.pe/biografia/jose-faustino-sanchez-

carrion  

 

128 Santa Cruz, Andrés San Isidro (+ other districts) 

    1792-1865. Bolivian general and politician. From royalist general  

to President of Peru and of Bolivia. Half-indian. 

https://historiaperuana.pe/biografia/andres-santa-cruz  

 

129 Segura, Manuel A. Lince 

    1805-1871. Playwright, called father of Peruvian theater.   

https://www.biografiasyvidas.com/biografia/s/segura_y_corder

o.htm  

 

130 Sinchi Roca  Comas / Lince.c (+ other districts) 

    Ca. XIII century. Inca emperor. 

 

131 Sucre, Antonio José Magdalena     

    1795-1830. Venezuelan independence leader (Wik). 

 

132 Terán Barrantes, Fdo. Chorrillos 

    1849-1881. Hero PW. 

 

133 Tirado, Alejandro  Lima 

    DOB-No data. Child hero of PW. 

https://cavb.blogspot.com/2012/01/los-martires-peruanos-que-

ofrendaron-su.html  

 

134 Torre, Manuel de la Santa Anita 

    DOB-No data. Upper-class politician, mayor of Cusco (1870), 

Senator (1924)  

(Wik).  

 

135 Torres, Gabriel  San Juan de Miraflores 

    (no info) 

 

136 Tristán, Flora  La Molina / Magdalena.c (+ other districts) 

    1803-1844. Upper-class French-Peruvian writer, socialist,  

feminist. 

https://www.biografiasyvidas.com/biografia/t/tristan_flora.htm 

  

137 Túpac Amaru  Comas, Santa Anita / Miraflores.c (+ other districts) 

    1738-1781. Indigenous revolutionary leader. Pre-independence. 

https://www.biografiasyvidas.com/biografia/t/tupac_amaru.ht

m  

https://historiaperuana.pe/biografia/jose-faustino-sanchez-carrion
https://historiaperuana.pe/biografia/jose-faustino-sanchez-carrion
https://historiaperuana.pe/biografia/andres-santa-cruz
https://www.biografiasyvidas.com/biografia/s/segura_y_cordero.htm
https://www.biografiasyvidas.com/biografia/s/segura_y_cordero.htm
https://cavb.blogspot.com/2012/01/los-martires-peruanos-que-ofrendaron-su.html
https://cavb.blogspot.com/2012/01/los-martires-peruanos-que-ofrendaron-su.html
https://www.biografiasyvidas.com/biografia/t/tristan_flora.htm
https://www.biografiasyvidas.com/biografia/t/tupac_amaru.htm
https://www.biografiasyvidas.com/biografia/t/tupac_amaru.htm
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138 Ugarte, Alfonso (VE) Lima, Breña / Comas (+ other districts) 

    1847-1880. Businessman turned officer. Hero of the PW. 

https://historiaperuana.pe/biografia/alfonso-ugarte-vernal  

 

139 Ulloa, Casimiro  Miraflores 

    1829-1891. Upper-class medical doctor and politician. Founder of  

Peruvian Red Cross. (Wik). 

 

140 Unger, Gerardo  Los Olivos 

Arrived 1937. Polish engineer, university professor in Lima. 

(Wik). 

 

141 Valdizán, Hermilio Surco 

    1885-1929, physician, specialized in psychiatry (Wik). 

 

142 Valle, Tomás  San Martín de Porres 

    1845-1913.Italian. Plantation owner, haciendas Marsano y  

Valle y Bocanegra (1902), urbanized his lands. 

https://peru21.pe/peru/enterate-quien-fue-tomas-valle-

avenida-tomas-valle-historia-de-peruanos-ilustres-bicentenario-

del-peru-nnda-nnlt-noticia/  

 

143 Vallejo, César  Villa El Salvador / Lince 

    1892-1938. Poet. 

https://historiaperuana.pe/biografia/cesar-vallejo  

 

144 Vargas Machuca, Ramón San Juan de Miraflores 

    1812- 1881. Upper-class general and politician. Hero of  

independence and PW (Wik). 

 

145 Velasco Alvarado, Juan Villa El Salvador 

    1910-1977. Military man, President of Peru. 

https://www.biografiasyvidas.com/biografia/v/velasco_alvarado

.htm  

 

146 Velasco Astete, A. Surco, San Borja 

    1897-1925. Pilot. The first one to fly over the Andes. (Wik). 

 

147 Venturo, Pedro  Surco 

    1896-1952. Italian origin, landowner, businessman, Minister.  

 

148 Villarán, Manuel  Surquillo 

    1784-1853. Clergy man, pro independence and Congressman in 

the new republic. (Wik). 

 

https://historiaperuana.pe/biografia/alfonso-ugarte-vernal
https://peru21.pe/peru/enterate-quien-fue-tomas-valle-avenida-tomas-valle-historia-de-peruanos-ilustres-bicentenario-del-peru-nnda-nnlt-noticia/
https://peru21.pe/peru/enterate-quien-fue-tomas-valle-avenida-tomas-valle-historia-de-peruanos-ilustres-bicentenario-del-peru-nnda-nnlt-noticia/
https://peru21.pe/peru/enterate-quien-fue-tomas-valle-avenida-tomas-valle-historia-de-peruanos-ilustres-bicentenario-del-peru-nnda-nnlt-noticia/
https://historiaperuana.pe/biografia/cesar-vallejo
https://www.biografiasyvidas.com/biografia/v/velasco_alvarado.htm
https://www.biografiasyvidas.com/biografia/v/velasco_alvarado.htm
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149 Vivanco, Manuel  Pueblo Libre    

    1806-1873. Upper-class military officer, PW, President. (Wik). 

 

150 Vivanco, Reynaldo de Surco 

    1848-1881. Upper-class PW hero (Wik). 

 

151 Wiesse (Wiese), F. San Juan de Lurigancho 

1884- … Landowner, banker, developer. German origin. (Wik). 

 

152 Zavala Loayza, Carlos Lima 

    1882-1957. Upper-class lawyer, judge, diplomat, Minister. (Wik). 

 

153 Zubieta Calderón, J. Ate 

    DOB-No data. Community leader, XX century. (Wik). 

 

 

 ---  
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APPENDIX II 
 
TABLE   STREETS of LIMA 
 
Categories: 
1.  Nº Number, according to list of names  
2.  M Male  
3.  F Female 
4.  EO European origin and/or aligned to European/Western cultures, identities, memories 
5.  IO Indigenous/Afro/Asian origin and/or aligned to indigenous cultures, identities, 
memories 
6.  ? - no information - 
7.  PC Pre-Colonial origin 
8.  C Colonial origin 
9.  XIX XIX Century origin – Republican (when most active, if across centuries) 
10. XX XX Century origin  
11. F Non-Peruvian/foreign   
12. H1 Historic personality 1 (presidents, war heroes, independence leaders) 
13. H2   Historic personality 2 (ministers, congresspeople, mayors, politicians, military people) 
14. S  Social personality (Known upper-class, landowners, industrialists, businesspeople) 
15. IAS  Intellectuals, artists, journalists, historians, writers, scientists, priests  
16. PD Within the Period Districts (created before 1945) 
17. OP Outside the Period Districts (all other districts after 1945) 
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